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Week Ending Friday, June 14, 1996

The President’s Radio Address
June 8, 1996

Good morning. This morning I want to talk
with you about a recent and disturbing rash
of crimes that hearkens back to a dark era
in our Nation’s history. Just 2 days ago, when
the Matthews-Murkland Presbyterian
Church in Charlotte, North Carolina, was
burned to the ground, it became at least the
30th African-American church destroyed or
damaged by suspicious fire in the South in
the past 18 months. And over the past few
months, Vice President Gore has talked with
me about the pain and anguish these fires
in his home State of Tennessee have caused.
Tennessee, sadly, has experienced more of
them than any other State in the country.

We do not now have evidence of a national
conspiracy, but it is clear that racial hostility
is the driving force behind a number of these
incidents. This must stop.

It’s hard to think of a more depraved act
of violence than the destruction of a place
of worship. In our country, during the fifties
and sixties, black churches were burned to
intimidate civil rights workers. I have vivid
and painful memories of black churches
being burned in my own State when I was
a child. In 1963 all Americans were outraged
by the bombing of the Sixteenth Street Bap-
tist Church in Birmingham that took the lives
of four precious young children. We must
never allow that to happen again.

Every family has a right to expect that
when they walk into a church or synagogue
or mosque each week they will find a house
of worship, not the charred remnants of a
hateful act done by cowards in the night. We
must rise up as a national community to safe-
guard the right of every citizen to worship
in safety. That is what America stands for.

As President, I am determined to do ev-
erything in my power to get to the bottom

of these church burnings as quickly as pos-
sible. And no matter how long it takes, no
matter where the leads take us, we will de-
vote whatever resources are necessary to
solve these crimes. Today, more than 200
Federal agents from the Bureau of Alcohol,
Tobacco and Firearms and the FBI are work-
ing with State and local authorities to solve
these cases. Fire investigators, national re-
sponse teams, polygraph examiners, and fo-
rensic chemists are combing through fire
sites, interviewing witnesses, and following
leads. A task force chaired by our Assistant
Attorney General for Civil Rights, Deval Pat-
rick, and our Assistant Secretary of the Treas-
ury for Enforcement, James Johnson, is co-
ordinating these efforts. FBI Director Louis
Freeh and ATF Director John Magaw are
also serving on the task force. To date there
have been a number of arrests. Two of those
in custody are known members of the Ku
Klux Klan. So we are making progress, but
we must do more.

That is why today I am announcing four
steps we are taking to fight back. First, I have
asked the task force to report back on their
progress and to let me know if there are other
actions the Federal Government can take be-
yond those underway to stop these crimes.
Second, I have instructed the ATF to inform
churches of any steps they can take to protect
themselves from arsonists. Churches
throughout the South will be visited by ATF
special agents to answer any questions
church leaders and parishioners may have.
We are also making this information available
to national church organizations for distribu-
tion to their members. Third, I am announc-
ing my support for the bipartisan legislation
introduced by Congressmen John Conyers
and Henry Hyde to make it easier to bring
Federal prosecutions against those who at-
tack houses of worship. I look forward to
working with Congress to make it even
stronger. And finally, I’m announcing that we
are establishing a new toll-free number that
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1016 June 8 / Administration of William J. Clinton, 1996

is now available 24 hours a day, 7 days a
week. If you have information about who is
responsible for these churches fires, please
call it. It’s 1–888–ATF–FIRE. That’s 1–888–
ATF–F-I-R-E.

In the end, we must all face up to the re-
sponsibility to end this violence. We must say
to those who would feed their neighbors
what Martin Luther King called ‘‘the stale
bread of hatred and spoiled meat of racism:’’
That is not America; that is not our way. We
must come together, black and white alike,
to smother the fires of hatred that fuel this
violence.

I am pleased that the National Council of
Churches of Christ, one of the largest inter-
faith groups in the country, has spoken out
against these crimes and is mobilizing to as-
sist in the rebuilding of damaged churches.
I encourage communities everywhere where
churches have been burned to roll up their
sleeves and help the folks there to rebuild
their churches.

Religious freedom is one of the founding
principles of our democracy, and the black
church has historically been the center of
worship, self-help, and community life for
millions of families in our country. That’s why
it was so hard for Reverend Terrence Mackey
to break the news to his daughter last June
when they woke to find an ash-scarred field
in the spot where only the day before stood
their church home, Mount Zion AME
Church in Greeleyville, South Carolina. Rev-
erend Mackey reassured his daughter with
these words: He told her, ‘‘They didn’t burn
down the church. They burned down the
building in which we hold church. The
church is still inside all of us.’’ On June 15th,
Reverend Mackey, his daughter, and his con-
gregation will march from the site of the old
church to a brand new building. And all
Americans will march with them in spirit.

We must all do our part to end this rash
of violence. America is a great country be-
cause for more than 200 years we have
strived to honor the religious convictions, the
freedom, the extraordinary religious diversity
of our people. The only way we can succeed
in the 21st century is if we unleash the full
power of those convictions and that diversity
and refuse to let anything divide or defeat
us.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:06 a.m. from
the Oval Office at the White House.

Remarks in a Roundtable
Discussion on Juvenile Crime
in Las Vegas, Nevada
June 9, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.

[At this point, moderator Kirby Burgess, di-
rector, Youth and Family Services Center,
welcomed the President and introduced
roundtable participants. Gov. Bob Miller
then reviewed steps taken in Nevada to deal
with juvenile crime. Next, Clark County
Undersheriff Richard Wingett described the
juvenile violent crime problem in Las Vegas.
Mr. Burgess introduced Shane Quick, An-
thony Covarrubias, and Stanley Johnson,
teenagers who are enrolled in alternative sen-
tencing programs. Mr. Quick told how he
was helped by a residential drug treatment
program, concluding by saying he was nerv-
ous.]

The President. You’re doing great. You’re
doing great.

Mr. Burgess. He’s an honest young man,
Mr. President.

[Next, Mr. Covarrubias described his success
in being rehabilitated through the Freedom
Program, an intensive supervision program.]

The President. How does it work, this
Freedom Program?

[Mr. Covarrubias said he is under house ar-
rest and must check in with the program
twice a day. He earns privileges for good be-
havior.]

The President. Why do you think it’s
helped you?

Mr. Covarrubias. Because now I’m going
to counseling. I’m getting along with my par-
ents. It’s keeping me out of trouble, keeping
me off the streets.

The President. Is that your mother out
there?

Mr. Covarrubias. Yes.
The President. Give her a hand, and your

family there. [Applause]
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Mr. Burgess. Tony, what I’d like for you
guys to do is speak up because the press is
here and all the audience is here and these
microphones are a little——

The President. What’s the difference in
the program Tony’s in and the one Shane’s
in? Shane, what’s your program called?

[Mr. Quick said now that he has completed
the residential treatment, called West Care,
he is required to report to a probation officer
once a week.]

The President. Mr. Wingett, do you know
how many—do either of you know, maybe
Kirby knows it—how many young people
does your probation officer work with? Do
you know? Do you know how many people?

Mr. Burgess. Yes, sir, I do, Mr. President.
The President. How many?

[Mr. Burgess said the average caseload for
community supervision is 60 to 80 children.]

The President. So you check in once a
week. And you check in twice a day. You
have to do random drug tests?

Mr. Quick. No. I did. I did do random
drug tests.

The President. For how long?
Mr. Quick. Three months.
The President. Okay.

[Mr. Burgess noted that Mr. Covarrubias has
to return to his neighborhood, where there
is continuing gang activity, and asked how
he will behave differently now that he is in
a supervision program. Mr. Covarrubias said
he will not hang around with his friends as
much as he used to, and he will walk away
from them if they ask him to commit crimes.]

Mr. Burgess. Mr. President, Stanley John-
son, who is to your left, is 13 years old—
[laughter]—he is involved——

The President. You did pretty good today.

[Mr. Burgess described New Directions, the
program in which Mr. Johnson is enrolled.
It has 24-hour supervision. Mr. Johnson told
how his probation officer, Mr. Garcia, helps
with school assignments. Mr. Burgess then
asked Mr. Johnson to describe how his moth-
er is involved in the program.]

Mr. Johnson. What?
The President. About your mother.

[Participant Joy Gladwin said her son is in
the same program as Mr. Johnson. Parents
meet in support groups. Ms. Gladwin said
New Directions results in better grades from
the students and presents children to the
community in a positive way.]

The President. Do you work with Stan?
Ms. Gladwin. No, I’m just a friend.
The President. And how did you find this

program? How did you get involved with it?

[Ms. Gladwin told why her son was enrolled
in the program.]

The President. Stan, do you like doing
this program every day? Do you think these
folks are helping you?

Mr. Johnson. Yes.
The President. Do you think it’s going to

help you stay in school?
Mr. Johnson. Yes.
The President. Do you have a feeling—

do you think they really care about you?
Mr. Johnson. Mm-hmm. [Laughter]
Ms. Gladwin. Mr. Garcia does care very,

very much for all of these kids.
The President. Is Mr. Garcia here?
Ms. Gladwin. Yeah, he is.
The President. Where is he? Stand up

there, Mr. Garcia. [Applause]
Ms. Gladwin. He’s really been a large

benefit to these kids. He knows when to push
them and when not to, and it helps tremen-
dously.

[Mr. Burgess noted that many of the children
are from single-parent homes and asked Ms.
Gladwin how the program helps her take
charge of her home. She replied that she is
comforted knowing someone else is helping
her raise her family and knowing her son is
not involved in gangs.]

The President. How much of the prob-
lems that young people have—I mean that
they’re so much greater today than they have
been in previous generations. How much of
it do you think is due to the fact that children
are alone so much more than they used to
be?

Ms. Gladwin. A lot. Unfortunately,
there’s a lot more single parents. And it’s very
difficult for us.
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Gov. Miller. We have the highest per-
centage of single mothers in the United
States here in Nevada, Mr. President.

The President. You know, a phenomenal
percentage of single parents are spending
more than 20 percent of their income on
child care when their children are very
young. And then when they don’t need lit-
eral, physical child care anymore it becomes
almost impossible for them to do anything.
That’s one of the reasons that these programs
are so important.

Ms. Gladwin. Yes, they are. The question
I have to ask is why isn’t there more pro-
grams like the New Directions?

The President. Well, maybe I can talk a
little about that.

First, let me say what the good news is.
The bad news is that the country has figured
out how to reduce the crime rate, but the
crime rate among children under 18 is still
going up. For 3 years in the country as a
whole, the crime rate has gone down now.
And that’s good, but juvenile crime still con-
tinues to rise.

Now, there are, however, some things that
seem to be working. Every one of them
seems to be related to giving young people
an organized, positive way to spend their
time. And I could give you just a lot of exam-
ples. We’ve worked hard, for example, to
help communities that wanted to set up a
curfew set up curfews. But the ones—the
curfew programs that really work are ones
where the kids also have something to do.

I was in New Orleans last week and they’ve
got a curfew center there so that if a young
person violates the curfew, they don’t put
them in jail, fine them, or just drop them
back off at home and let them go out and
get in trouble again. They take them to the
curfew center, and they try to come up with
a plan to help the kids with their lives.

Long Beach, California, has a school uni-
form policy because they had such a gang
problem there. And the kids designed their
own uniform school by school. But it’s re-
duced violence and other kinds of problems
there.

There are different ways that are dealing
with this. A lot of schools are trying to stay
open later, and a lot of places are trying to
develop programs like you’ve got here, where

you try to get parents as well as the young
people involved in community restitution and
rehabilitation efforts.

But the main thing I want to say, to get
back to answering your question is, our coun-
try has got to make a commitment to under-
stand that when—normally when we see a
serious crime, that’s the end of years of dif-
ficulties that a lot of people have; and that
we simply cannot jail our way out of Ameri-
ca’s crime problem. We are going to have
to invest some more money in prevention.
And I say that as somebody who started out
in law enforcement as attorney general over
20 years ago—almost 20 years ago. And when
I was Governor I built a lot of prison cells,
and I passed a lot of laws toughening pen-
alties. And, you know, we had a very tough
approach. But these young people—some-
body has got to do something to give them
a chance to live an organized, positive life.

And when we wrote the crime bill—it’s
very interesting, we passed the crime bill in
1994. I’m proud of the fact that it’s putting
100,000 more police officers on the street.
But I said then and I say again, I’m sure you
would corroborate this, a lot of these police
officers—and a lot of the good they’re doing
is they’re stopping crime from happening in
the first place, not just catching criminals
more quickly. And we have—all I can tell
you is we need to build more support nation-
ally and in every State legislature in the coun-
try and every local government in the country
for these kind of programs, because the social
and economic realities in which a lot of these
young folks are growing up in put them
under a lot of pressure that people our age
didn’t face when we were their age. It’s just
a plain truth. And we have to find an orga-
nized, disciplined, caring environment that
we—we need to help their parents and sup-
port them. There’s so many—so many single
parents out there doing the best they can.

And I was sitting there—I was looking at
Shane and Tony and Stan and thinking, you
know, one way or the other these three kids
are our future. They’re our future, and we’ve
got to take responsibility at least to give them
the best chance they can to make a good fu-
ture for themselves and for the rest of us.
And I want to thank you, Kirby, for spending
your life on this.
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Mr. Burgess. Thank you, Mr. President.
The President. Thank you for doing it.
Another point. I just want to make one

more point and then I’d like to go back and
let anybody else talk who wants to talk. For
it is amazing to me how much some of these
community programs can do on a modest
budget. We’re not talking about spending a
fortune here. A lot of these community-based
programs are so much less expensive than
a lot of the more expensive things that hap-
pen later on.

If the program Shane was in works, and
he never develops a serious drug habit, then
it’s a lot less expensive than treating some-
body for a serious drug problem later on.
That’s just one example, you know. Whatever
it costs for Tony to have somebody to check
in twice a day with, gives him a chance to
graduate from high school, maybe go on to
college, get a good job, have a good, success-
ful life—whatever it costs will be a pittance
of what we would all pay if his life took a
different turn.

And the same thing is true for every young
person. So I want to say that I was so im-
pressed when I read about these programs,
and I have been almost obsessed with this
juvenile crime problem, not only because it
makes our people feel less safe but because
of what’s happening to all these kids we’re
losing. And I just also want to say one other
thing, to urge you to support the Governor
and you’ve got your county commissioner
and the mayor here, the two Senators are
here—just now coming into our schools
there is another baby boom generation. A lot
of people don’t know this and haven’t fo-
cused on this yet.

I’m the oldest of the children born right
after World War II, and we’re the biggest—
the people of my age and down, about 15
or 16 years younger than me, are the biggest
group of Americans ever born into this coun-
try. There is now a group just now starting
into grade school that, when they get in their
school years, will be slightly bigger than we
are as a generation. And if we don’t turn this
juvenile crime problem around by the time
they’re 13 to 16, you cannot imagine what
we’re going to be grappling with. These
young people are actually in a group of
Americans that aren’t particularly numerous.

Their parents were of a generation where
people had relatively fewer children, and
there weren’t so many people in their child-
bearing years.

I don’t want to use this—this will sound
wrong, but these kids have, in a way, by going
through this, have given us a chance to figure
out for future generations how to rescue
young people and support mothers like Joy.
And we better take advantage of them and
we better do it now, because if we wait an-
other 5 or 6 years, the dimensions of the
problem will be roughly 2 to 3 times greater
than they are now. And it will be unmanage-
able.

So I still—my own view is the right thing
for the National Government to do is to pro-
vide the resources and the legal and other
support necessary to let communities pick
those programs that are most likely to work
best for them, because not every program
works the same in every place. And the truth
is that every one of these programs, you’ve
got to have some caring adult and some sys-
tem that works, somebody who can stand up
like this gentleman down here and get a
round of applause because the kids relate to
him or her, as the case may be.

So I don’t think that we should be pre-
scribing what works. What we have tried to
do in our administration is go around and
find things that are working, and if people
are having some trouble spreading it, like the
uniform policy, the curfews, or whatever, we
try to help them do that. And otherwise, we
try to provide what money we could pass in
the Congress to let the communities decide
what works best. And that’s what I think we
should do.

Senator Harry Reid. Mr. President.
The President. Senator Reid.

[Senator Reid said the President’s leadership
protected the Federal programs being made
use of in Nevada, such as the drug-free
schools and school-to-work efforts.]

The President. Well, to be explicit, when
we fought the crime bill in 1994, there were
people who basically said, all Washington
should do is pass penalties and build prisons;
that we shouldn’t put the police out there.
We shouldn’t ban assault weapons. We
shouldn’t have a waiting period for handguns.
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And that it was a waste of money to give
funds to communities for these prevention
programs. You remember the debate very
well.

And the most important thing I want to
focus on today, I mean, I think the evidence
is clear now on what we did on the others—
that we were right. But the most important
thing is we didn’t win the whole fight on the
prevention programs, as you know, although
both of you tried to help me. But when you
see programs like this, you just have to say
that every one of these—every young person
in the country—every person like Stanley
Johnson in the country ought to be in one
of these programs who needs it. And until
that happens, it shouldn’t be a—that ought
to be a test.

But maybe we’ll turn it around now, thanks
to all of you.

[Mr. Burgess asked roundtable participants
for their suggestions on how prevention serv-
ices for teenagers can be improved. Mr.
Quick suggested social events for teens where
speakers would talk about the dangers of
drugs and gangs.]

Mr. Burgess. Any final comments, Mr.
President?

The President. Well, let’s see if any-
body—Tony?

Mr. Covarrubias. No, I don’t.
The President. Stanley? [Laughter]
You’re doing great. Let me ask you some-

thing. I want to ask you guys something—
just one thing. If we weren’t here in this big
crowd of people, if we were just sitting alone
in a room so you didn’t have to worry about
being on television and wearing a tie and
suit—don’t be nervous; you look good in it—
[laughter]—and you were trying to tell me
what one thing or two things you think I
could do or that we could do that would make
it possible for more young people to make
it, either to stay out of trouble or to get out
of trouble if they get in, what do you think
we could do to change the way things are
in America that would make you feel better
about it, that would make you feel better
about your future? Is there any one thing
you could tell me that you think that we
ought to be working on, that would make

the biggest difference to the largest number
of young people your age?

[Mr. Quick said the individual teenager must
be willing to change.]

The President. So that’s why you made
the other suggestion you did, that at least
if you got all the kids together, they would
know what was there for them if they were
inclined to ask for help.

What about you, Tony?
Mr. Covarrubias. I can’t really think of

nothing.
The President. You think the program has

been a good thing for you?
Mr. Covarrubias. Yeah.
The President. Are there a lot of young

people your age that need programs like this
and aren’t in them that you know of?

Mr. Covarrubias. Not that I can think
of right now, but yeah.

The President. You think there are or
there aren’t? You think you’re reaching most
of the people?

What about you?
You have done well. Let’s give the young

men a hand. Let’s give them a hand. They
have done well. [Applause]

[Mr. Burgess thanked the President for his
participation and invited him to visit again.]

The President. Thank you. I would like
to, before I go, I would like to just very brief-
ly thank Dr. Harter and the staff here at
UNLV for letting us all come on a difficult
day. And I want to thank Senator Reid and
Senator Bryan for their support for these
programs in Washington. And I want to
thank all the folks here on the panel and the
Governor and Mr. Wingett and especially
you, Kirby.

But ladies and gentlemen, let me say again
to you, I thank you for coming out today.
If you look at these—when we leave here
now, you look at these three boys sitting up
here with me. And remember what I told
you. If I had told you 31⁄2 years ago when
I was inaugurated President that we would
have 3 years of declining crime but that the
crime rate among juveniles would go up, you
would have a hard time believing that. We
cannot let that be true 5 or 10 years from
now. It will consume this country. It will
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change the whole way we live. So if you really
like what you have seen today, and you liked
seeing these young folks up here sitting with
the President instead of being in trouble, and
being nervous and doing the best they can
to do something good—if you like that, then
you need to support these programs, and you
need to make sure every child in this State
that needs it is in one. And you need to sup-
port these people that are doing it, because
they are proof that we can turn this around,
but we haven’t gotten to everybody or the
numbers wouldn’t be what they are. And we
have to do it.

This is a very urgent problem for our coun-
try, and we can only change it in two ways.
One is, like Shane said, when people decide
they are going to make a difference in their
own lives. And secondly, when adults like you
take responsibility in every community. We
will keep trying to do our part, but remem-
ber, we need you. And if you liked this today,
when you go out of here, make sure you’re
going to do something to turn this situation
around.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:05 a.m. in the
student union ballroom at the University of Ne-
vada at Las Vegas. In his remarks, he referred
to Yvonne Atkinson-Gates, chairwoman, Clark
County Commission; Mayor Jan Laverty Jones of
Las Vegas, NV; and Carol Harter, president, Uni-
versity of Nevada at Las Vegas.

Remarks to the Community in Las
Vegas
June 9, 1996

Thank you. Thank you for being outside.
All those people in the heat out there, thank
you very much. I want to thank the Green
Valley High School band. Thank you for play-
ing. You did a great job. I thank those who
were here before: thank you, Mayor Jones;
thank you, County Commission Chair
Yvonne Gates; thank you, Senator Titus;
thank you, Representative Perkins; and most
of all thank you, ladies and gentlemen, for
being here. I want to thank your fine Sen-
ators, Harry Reid and Dick Bryan, for rep-
resenting you, standing up for you, and

standing up for America in the United States
Senate. They do a wonderful job.

And I want to thank Governor Bob Miller.
You know, he has been the best sort of friend
to me because he always tells me when he
thinks I’m wrong. [Laughter] And he’s been
the best sort of Governor for you because
even though he’s my friend he’s first and
foremost somebody who’s always fighting for
Nevada’s interests. And every time he hears
anything that might be even potentially bad
for Nevada, I know the first call I’m going
to get is from Bob Miller. He’s made a lot
of calls in the last 31⁄2 years for you, and I
thank him for that.

I also met someone earlier today. And I
think he’s in the crowd today. He’s supposed
to be up here with us—State Senator Bob
Coffin who’s running for Congress here. I
don’t know if he’s here, but I thought I
would—is he back there? Thank you.

Ladies and gentlemen, I’m glad to be back
in Nevada. I like it here. I’m glad to be back
in Las Vegas, which as all of you know, was
my mother’s favorite place on Earth. I’ve had
a wonderful day already. I went out and vis-
ited one of your juvenile justice programs,
where young people were doing community
service and making restitution for mistakes
they’ve made. And I met with some of the
young people in the program and some of
the adults who were working with them and
some of the parents. And I want to com-
pliment you for that. And I want to ask every-
body in this room to support people who are
out there working with these young kids, try-
ing to get them out of trouble, keep them
out of trouble, give them something to do
with their lives.

We cannot—we cannot—tolerate the situ-
ation which now exists in the United States
where the crime rate is going down overall
but going up among people under 18. And
it’s because we don’t have enough adults that
are out there helping these kids to build good
lives for themselves. And you’ve got some
good programs here. I want you to support
the people that are out there on the front
lines in Las Vegas and Nevada working with
those kids.

Four years ago when I came here and
asked you to support me, I had an idea about
what I wanted our country to look like as
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we move into this new century—a very dif-
ferent world. The world I grew up in was
dominated by heavy industry and mass pro-
duction. The world these children will grow
up in will be dominated by computers, tech-
nology, and information. The world I grew
up in had an America that was totally self-
contained. We didn’t sell much overseas; we
didn’t buy much from overseas. The cold war
was the most important thing and the fight
we were having with the communists. The
world these kids will grow up in will be domi-
nated by a global society in which children
will actually get on computers and do re-
search in libraries in other countries, in
which people will be able to move across the
world as easily as they used to go across town,
and in which we will have to fight those who
will seek to take advantage of that through
drug running, organized crime, the prolifera-
tion of weapons of mass destruction, terror-
ism, preying on open societies and free peo-
ple. This is a different world.

And I had three simple objectives. I want-
ed America in the 21st century more than
anything else still to be a place where every
child has the opportunity to make the most
of his or her own life, no matter what racial
or ethnic or income background they come
from. Secondly, I wanted America to be a
community of responsible citizens, where we
are coming together instead of drifting apart.
I am tired of seeing people at election time
try to find ways to get us to look down our
noses at one another and be divided. When
we are together, when we reach across the
lines that divide us, when we say our diversity
is a great and good thing that makes us
stronger in the global society of the 21st cen-
tury, that’s when America’s strong; when
we’re working together, not being driven
apart. And finally, I wanted to make sure that
when I left office, our country would still be
the world’s strongest force for peace and
freedom and prosperity. And I can tell you
that on all three fronts, we still have a lot
of challenges, but this country is in better
shape than it was 4 years ago, and we’re mov-
ing in the right direction.

Harry Reid and Dick Bryan will tell you
when I presented my economic plan to the
Congress, and I said we’ve got to do some-
thing about this terrible deficit; we’ve got to

bring it down, but we cannot—we cannot—
do it in a way that undermines our commit-
ment to education or to the environment or
protecting the health care of the elderly, the
Americans with disabilities, the poorest chil-
dren in this country. There were those on
the other side who said, if Clinton’s economic
plan passes, it will be a disaster for America;
we’ll be thrown into recession; it will cripple
the economy. Well, you’ve got 31⁄2 years now
to decide. When I took office, the deficit was
$290 billion a year, projected to go over $300
billion the next year. It’s now going to be
$130 billion this year, less than half of what
it was.

When we came into office, we had the
slowest job growth rate since the Great De-
pression. Three and a half years later, we
have 9.7 million new jobs for the American
people. We are better off than we were 4
years ago. We also passed a crime bill to put
more police officers on the street, some of
them right here in Las Vegas to prevent
crime. We began to work with States to re-
form welfare and move people from welfare
to work. Today there are 1.3 million fewer
families on welfare than there were the day
I became President of the United States. We
made efforts to help families struggling to
make the most of their own lives—the family
and medical leave law that says you don’t lose
your job if you have to take a little time off
when there’s a baby born or somebody in
your family who’s sick.

I was just out at UNLV today. We’ve re-
formed the college loan program so that peo-
ple could borrow their money directly from
the United States Government, get it
quicker, less hassle, better repayment terms,
and that no one would ever have to not go
to college because they couldn’t afford to
borrow the money, because now they can pay
it back as a percentage of their income so
the loans will never bankrupt anybody. We
passed the national service program,
AmeriCorps, to give young people a chance
to work in their communities and solve prob-
lems and help people and work their way
through college. That is what we have done.

And then when the Congress changed
hands in the last 2 years, and the Republicans
said, ‘‘We want to balance the budget,’’ I said,
so do I. We cut the deficit in half already.
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We’ve done half the job, and you wouldn’t
help us; we’ll help you. We won’t do you the
way you did us; we’ll help you. But I will
not balance the budget by cutting education,
by destroying the environment, by under-
mining our commitment to Medicare and
Medicaid. I won’t do that. Because that gets
into that second issue I was telling you about.
We need to come together, not come apart.
In the world of the 21st century, education
will be the key to opportunity. You know it
as well as I do. We cannot walk away from
our commitment to give every American the
opportunity to get a good education.

Look at what you’re dealing with here in
Nevada with all your growth. You need water
here. I’m going to do everything I can to
make sure you have it. We can’t walk away
from our commitment to preserve the envi-
ronment for all Americans. We have obliga-
tions here. We have to do this together.

And so I say again to you, I want to balance
the budget. I will keep working to do that.
We have to do that. When you bring the defi-
cit down, it gets interest rates down, it makes
it easier for you to make a home payment,
to borrow money for a car, to borrow money
for a new business, to create jobs. It is criti-
cal. But we can do it. Don’t let anybody tell
you otherwise. We can do it and preserve
our environment, invest in education, and
protect Medicare and Medicaid for our sen-
iors. We can do that.

And let me say we still have work to do.
We still have work to do. If you renew the
contract of Bill Clinton and Al Gore, there
are other things that we have to do to make
sure that all the American people can take
advantage of these new opportunities, be-
cause you know as well as I do that not every-
body in our country, even everybody with a
job, is having the same chance to get ahead.

What do we need to do? Let me just give
you three or four things. First of all, if the
Congress doesn’t pass it now, we’ll do it first
thing next year. We need to change the
health insurance laws of this country so you
don’t lose your health insurance when you
change jobs or when somebody in your fam-
ily has been sick. Secondly, we need to
change the law so that young people starting
out, even if they work for small businesses,
can begin to save for their retirement, and

they don’t lose it if they change jobs. They
can keep it all through their lives and they
can maintain that. And most important—
most important of all, we ought to give every
American a tax deduction for the cost of col-
lege tuition and a tax credit for 2 years of
community college in this country. Every sin-
gle American ought to be able to go, you
know as well as I do.

The biggest institution of higher education
in Nevada now is the community college
here. Why? Because older people have fig-
ured out that if they want to be able to get
new jobs and raise their incomes, they have
to have more education. I was born at a time
when the vast majority of Americans did not
have a high school education, when many
places did not even require them to do it.
Now we know that in the world we’re living
in, you need more. And I think we ought
to make it an article of national faith that
every single American citizen should have ac-
cess to at least 2 years of education after high
school. And we’ll provide it for those families.

So I say to you, my fellow Americans, I’m
glad to be back here. I appreciate what the
Governor said about the issues that are spe-
cific to Nevada. What I said about the in-
terim storage was pretty simple: The people
that wanted to pass the interim bill wanted
to pass it so they could make it permanent.
And I don’t believe that that should be done.
I believe somebody—we’re going to have to
put this nuclear waste somewhere, but I want
to know it was done based on the best
science, not the worst politics. That’s all I
want. And I don’t know what the answer to
that is.

But I want you to think about the future
that we’ve got here. I want you to think about
what it’s going to take to make sure that all
these little kids that are in this house today—
in this hangar—every one of them, every one
of them—and you look at them. We’ve got
kids in this room whose roots come from
every continent on this globe. Just look
around here. I want to make sure that every
one of them has a chance to live out their
dreams if they’re willing to be responsible,
law-abiding, hard-working American citizens.
That’s what I want. And that’s what you want.

That’s really what this is all about. You
know, politics is not the most important thing
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in anybody’s life. When we all get our lives
lived, we look back and we think about the
children we raised, the things we loved and
cared about. The purpose of politics is to
make it possible for more and more and more
people to live together in peace and harmony
and to live out their dreams and to find their
personal greatness and their families’ depth
and strength and character. That’s what this
is about. And that’s what this election is
about. Don’t you ever forget it. And remem-
ber this: We’re all here, we’re all happy,
we’re all feeling good today. It’s 5 months
between now and the election. That is a very
long time.

So I say to you, if you believe what brought
you here today and you understand how im-
portant this is, then I want to ask you to leave
here today with a commitment every day be-
tween now and November to talk to your
friends and your neighbors about what is
genuinely at stake. America is deciding on
the future of the greatest country in human
history for a new century. You can help make
the decision the right one.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:03 p.m. in the
executive terminal at McCarran International Air-
port. In his remarks, he referred to State Senator
Dina Titus and State Representative Richard Per-
kins.

Remarks at the Presidio in San
Francisco, California
June 9, 1996

Thank you. Thank you very much. Mr.
Chandler, Mr. O’Neill, Mr. Mayor, it’s won-
derful to be back in San Francisco. Congress-
woman Pelosi, Senator Boxer, Senator Fein-
stein, thank you all for your work on this
magnificent project.

You know, I always love coming here, but
I especially love coming right here because
that’s my jogging route right there. [Laugh-
ter] Whenever I come to San Francisco I al-
ways go down there and run to the Golden
Gate Bridge and back, so—and I didn’t know
exactly where we were going to do this on
the Presidio today. I got driven around a little
bit, so I got to see some other things that

are being done here. When I finally realized
that we were going to do this here, I didn’t
know whether I could actually sit still long
enough for the program to unfold, instead
of just racing away down there—or, as the
case may be, kind of stumbling away down
there—toward the bridge.

I want to talk to you today about three
little simple ideas that this magnificent place
embodies, ideas that are easy to say but have
a great deal to do with that kind of country
we are and what kind of country we’re going
to be. When I think of the Presidio, I think
of, first and foremost, preserving our incred-
ible natural heritage and our important his-
tory. Second, I think about the obligation that
the rest of the country has for defense con-
version. And, thirdly, I think about partner-
ship, the kind of partnership that Jim Har-
vey’s life embodied and that all the things
that Mr. Chandler just mentioned represent.

And I want you to think about all that
today because in my opinion if this country
is going to be what we all want it to be as
we move into the next century, we have to
keep going until every place that lost a lot
because of the end of the cold war—which
has a happy and wonderful event—has been
fully restored to economic prosperity through
a real commitment of all the American peo-
ple to defense conversion. Because we can-
not, over the long run, sustain an American
economy in this new world unless we have
a theory of sustainable development that puts
the environment first, not last, and recog-
nizes that we can grow the economy and still
preserve our natural heritage. And because
we cannot do a lot of what we need to do
publicly and still continue to bring the deficit
down unless we have partners: business part-
ners, citizen partners, like the young people
in the conservation corps, and others who are
committed to making the most of our na-
tional potential.

It was a brilliant thing that the late Con-
gressman Burton did to provide for the fact
that this would become a national park if ever
the military should leave. But all over Califor-
nia you see now what can happen if there’s
a real commitment not to leave the people
who fought the cold war for us behind; in
Monterey, where Fort Ord is now the Cali-
fornia State University at Monterey Bay; in
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Alameda, where machinists who once built
Bradley fighting vehicles are now building
electric cars for the 21st century; in Sac-
ramento, where Packard Bell has now hired
3,600 people to assemble personal computers
in a former Army depot. And, now, of course,
this newest of our national parks is showing
the rest of our national parks the way to the
future.

I have to tell you that—the previous speak-
er sort of alluded to this, and with greater
specificity when Senator Feinstein men-
tioned the California Desert Protection Act
and how we got it—and then we very nearly
lost it last year. But all of our national parks
are at risk. Too many of them have fallen
into disrepair. We’re working hard to protect
them. There were some people who wanted
to sell off a lot of them or privatize them
or just let them continue to fall into disrepair.
We have resisted that, and I think it’s clear
now that there is an overwhelming bipartisan
consensus in the United States that our na-
tional parks are a part of our national treas-
ure; that we have to nourish them, we have
to maintain them, we have to improve them.
And the last thing in the wide world that we
need to do is to get rid of any of them. We
need to make them better, instead.

But I will say again, in order to do this
right, we’re going to have a lot of support
from citizens. The businesses now in this
park are thriving, already helping to offset
taxpayer costs. Here at Crissy Field, where
de Havilland biplanes once touched down,
this land will soon become the great common
ground for all Americans: historic buildings,
wide open areas for kids to play in, restored
natural habitat. All the design and planning
here have been undertaken through private,
nonprofit campaigns. And as we have learned
today from their smiling faces and strong
voices, much of the work has been done by
volunteers who are just as dedicated to this
country’s future as those who drilled with the
6th Army outside these hangars a generation
ago.

The Presidio bill now in the Congress that
Congresswoman Pelosi worked so hard for
and that Senator Boxer talked about—and
she and Senator Feinstein are working hard
for—has virtually no opposition. It calls for
a public-private trust to oversee the Pre-

sidio’s economic future, to preserve the park
for future generations, to create a national
park that will sustain itself without Govern-
ment funds. So let me say again, I urge Con-
gress to send me this bill in a clean and
straightforward way. We simply cannot con-
tinue to have lawmaking paralyzed by the at-
tempts to add to every single good bill that
comes along in the Congress some objection-
able provision. We need the Presidio bill. We
need it now, we need it clean, we need it
unhampered.

Let me just say one other thing. I was
thinking about my jogging and looking at
Senator Cranston, and I remember in my
earlier years, back when I had a private life
when I was Governor, sometimes Senator
Cranston would jog in Washington together.
I was thinking about all the years that he
devoted to public service here in California.
When you look at something like the Pre-
sidio, when you see at least the natural beau-
ty of it, forgetting about the buildings, you
may think it has been this way forever and
that it would always be this way. But that
is far from true.

The trees above us, the eucalyptus, the
Monterey cypress, believe it or not, were
only planted 100 years ago. The Americans
who planted them knew that they would
never see them full grown. They would never
walk under their shade, but they planted
them anyway. We are now being asked to
deal with a different sort of planning. Our
country is going through a lot of changes.
We have proved that we can come to grips
with the challenges of the modern economy.
The American people have produced almost
10 million jobs in the last 31⁄2 years. And after
a long dry spell, a lot of them are being pro-
duced here in California.

But we cannot forget that what ought to
animate us is a vision of what we want this
place to be like 20 or 30 or 50 years from
now. I know what I want it to be. I want
the Presidio to exist in a country and a State
where everybody who is willing to work for
it can live up to their dreams; where people
have good jobs, yes, but also children have
safe streets and good schools; where every-
body has access to a clean environment and
natural beauty; where our country is still a
force for peace and freedom and decency in
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the world. And where, instead of being di-
vided by all these differences that make up
the American people, we are united by them
and our respect for our diversity and our
shared values. It all begins, in a fundamental
way, with preserving what God has given us,
and there has been no richer gift than the
Presidio. I’ll do my part, and I want you to
keep doing yours.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:25 p.m. at Crissy
Field. In his remarks, he referred to Robert Chan-
dler, National Park Service project manager, the
Presidio; Brian O’Neill, superintendent, Golden
Gate National Recreation Area; Mayor Willie
Brown of San Francisco, CA; and James R. Har-
vey, former chief executive officer, Transamerica,
and former chairman, Presidio Council, Golden
Gate National Park Association. A tape was not
available for verification of the content of these
remarks.

Remarks to the Community in San
Diego, California
June 10, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you, Chief
Emerson, Sheriff Kolender, District Attorney
Phingst. Chief Sanders, thank you very much
for the tour of your activities this morning
and your statements. Thank you, Congress-
man Filner. Thank you, Madame Attorney
General for all the great work you do. I’d
like to also say a word of appreciation for
some others who are here who have not spo-
ken today: our United States Attorney, Alan
Bersin; the Immigration and Naturalization
Commissioner, Doris Meissner; the person
who was very active in helping me pass the
crime bill which put these police officers on
our streets, former Congresswoman Lynn
Schenk, I’m delighted to see you here.

I want to thank all the officers who are
here from the Customs, the Border Patrol,
Immigration, from Chula Vista, from San
Diego. I especially want to thank these uni-
formed officers who give their lives to make
our lives safer and all the community citizens’
groups who work with them. Thank you all
very much.

Ladies and gentlemen, when I came to
California and to San Diego 4 years ago and

I listened and attempted to learn what was
going on here, I saw an enormous amount
of potential and a lot of stress. Mostly what
people talked to me about then were two
problems, the economy and the problem of
crime and illegal immigration. I spent a lot
of time here 4 years ago and had the oppor-
tunity to come back often since. If you’ll for-
give me just one personal note, this is the
first time I’ve come back to San Diego since
the death of my friend Larry Lawrence, who
served this country so well as our Ambas-
sador to Switzerland, and I miss him now,
coming back here, and I want to thank him
for what he did for me here. Anyway, what
we tried to do was to develop a serious ap-
proach, to work with you, to help you seize
control of your destiny, and to help you do
more of what you were already inclined to
do.

On the economy, I’d like to make just a
couple of comments. Because we’re building
two new ships for our national defense, the
San Diego shipyards are busy, securing an-
other 4,000 jobs until the year 2000. I think
that’s a good and positive step. Because in
1993 and 1994 the Congress agreed to invest
in defense conversion, in high technology re-
search and development and new environ-
mental technologies and biotechnology, jobs
are being created here that have a real future
to grow in number and to strengthen and
diversify the economy of this area. Because
we’ve started work on a new sewage treat-
ment plant and we’re proposing to step up
our sand reclamation efforts, thanks in no
small measure to the relentless efforts of
Congressman Filner, we’re ensuring that the
San Diego beaches will be enjoyed by chil-
dren and their children for generations to
come.

But we all know that America has had,
building over years and years and years, a
serious problem of illegal immigration which
has aggravated the crime problem along our
borders. The Attorney General talked about
some of the progress we’ve made. She gave
me a report today which reviews where we
are and what we’ve done. So as we have
worked hard to bring the crime rate down
all over America, we’ve made special efforts
in our border communities, because we know
that we have special responsibilities there.
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Immigration laws are national laws, not State
laws. They have to be enforced. And the con-
sequences of their enforcement or their fail-
ure to be enforced have to be borne primarily
by the National Government. I have done
what I could to get more money into Califor-
nia in very difficult fiscal circumstances in
Washington to help you deal with the costs
of illegal immigration—more than ever be-
fore—and I will continue to work on that.

But the most important thing is we have
to be able to work together to prove that we
can do better. I agreed with what the district
attorney said when he said there’s a dif-
ference in being a safer community and a
safe community. I agreed with what the sher-
iff said when he said that we’d never fully
solve this problem until both the United
States and our friends in Mexico are working
together in a long-term and consistent way.

But think about how far we have come in
the last 31⁄2 years. Three and a half years ago,
many people believed that these problems
were totally intractable, that drugs would al-
ways flow freely, that illegal immigration
would always be rampant, that criminal im-
migrants deported for crimes they commit-
ted here in America would return the very
next day to commit crimes again.

For a lot of years people in public life at
election time talked tough about immigra-
tion, but didn’t do much about it. We tried
to change that. We tried to substitute deeds
for words. It’s a pretty good practice in a
lot of areas of life, and I think it’s worked
pretty well here. Our message has been sim-
ple: We will work with you to give you the
tools you need to patrol your streets, protect
your children, secure our common border.
And you have to do what you can to help
the police to bring the crime rate down and
make your community safe.

Well, you heard what the prosecutor said:
San Diego has the 5th lowest crime rate in
the country of the 75 biggest urban areas.
I actually believe when the numbers come
out this year, you’ll be even lower than that.
And it’s a great tribute to the work that you
have done together.

Let me say, again, while the job is far from
over—and we have a lot of work to do—the
report I got from the Justice Department
makes clear that we have begun to turn bor-

der communities under siege into commu-
nities where law and order and safety and
security are once again the order of the day.
I want to say too, again, I’m glad that we’re
working to put 100,000 police officers on the
streets of America, that we’re putting com-
munity policing in every community in the
country that’s willing to receive it. But what
really makes it work are law enforcement of-
ficers committed to it and citizens’ groups
working on it.

Today I had a very impressive briefing
from people involved in the San Diego citi-
zens’ patrol in the Safe Streets Now program.
They are also helping your communities to
be safer. The RSVP program is helping your
community to be safer. So I ask you, don’t
stop now. We need more citizens working
with more police officers until crime is the
exception, not the rule. When you’re sur-
prised when you hear about a crime, then
you’ll know you’ve got a safe community. And
you need to continue to do it.

The second thing we’re doing is to put
criminals behind bars. And after they serve
their time, if they don’t belong here in the
first place, they’re being deported. The crime
bill gave us the weapons we need to do things
that had not been done before to deal with
the problems of criminal activities by illegal
immigrants. As of January of last year, we
have arrested more than 1,700 criminal aliens
and prosecuted them on Federal felony
charges because they returned to America
after having been deported in the first place.
We are changing the policy of this country
on that problem.

We are also making strides in getting con-
trol of our border. We’ve added Border Pa-
trol agents, in San Diego alone, increasing
by 762 the number of agents who are work-
ing for you by the end of this year. In El
Paso, our border guards stand so close to-
gether, they can actually all see each other.
[Laughter]

Here in San Diego, control has been taken
back of Imperial Beach from the criminals
and the illegals. We deployed underground
sensors, infrared night scopes, encrypted ra-
dios. We built miles of new fences, installed
thousands of watts of new lighting. There is
more to do. I heard what was said earlier
about the threats facing San Diego residents
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in East County, particularly with the onset
of the fire season. Today I have asked the
Secretary of Agriculture, Dan Glickman, to
send 20 more law enforcement officers to
Cleveland National Forest, and they will be
there by the close of business today.

Let me say one final word of appreciation
here to the cooperation between the Federal,
State, and local law enforcement officials.
What they have done here today, over the
last several months—I mean it ought to be
something that we all take for granted. It
ought to be the rule in every jurisdiction in
America. It’s a shame that it’s rare, but it
is rare. And we can be grateful that here
there is one American law enforcement
team. And I tell you, that’s what we’re trying
to create for all the citizens of the United
States, wherever they live, and I am very
proud of what they’ve done. They’ve put
aside politics and put the people of this com-
munity first, their safety first, their future
first.

That’s why there has been an 84 percent
increase in felony drug prosecutions in 1
year. That’s why murders and robberies and
car thefts have dropped so much, because
they’re all working together and working for
you, instead of protecting their turf and play-
ing politics. And I say, God bless them, we
need more like them all over this country.

Let me just say one other thing that affects
Americans a long way from you, but I bet
you’ve all identified with them in the past
few months. Even as we crack down on ille-
gal immigration and do more than has ever
been done before on that, we must never
forget that we are all a nation of immigrants
and, except for the Native Americans, we all
came from somewhere else. I say that to
make this point: Our incredible diversity is
a source of our rich potential as we move
into this global society. Anybody who is will-
ing to work hard, obey the law, respect their
neighbors, and follow the values inherent in
the Constitution ought to have a chance in
America, and that ought to be the rule here.

And because we’re people and because
we’re imperfect, the country will always have
problems. There will never be a time when
there will be no problems. But we really fall
into a dangerous trap when we start blaming

our problems on other people just because
they are different from us.

I say that because even though I’m a long
way from there, my heart has been in my
native South for the last several weeks as we
have dealt with this incredible rash of church
burnings. That’s just another way of people
finding a way—trying to blame somebody
else or put down somebody else or put dis-
tance between them and someone else in a
totally dehumanizing way, forgetting that ev-
erybody should be treated equally before the
law, in the eyes of our fellow Americans, just
as we are before God Almighty. And to burn
a church is a terrible thing. Just 2 days ago,
I reported to the American people about
what we were doing to deal with the church
bombings. And then barely a day later yet
another congregation, this one in Greenville,
Texas, found its church in flames. We have
got to stop these things. We do have a team
of Federal, State, and local law enforcement
officials working overtime to investigate
these crimes.

Just this morning, Federal investigators
made an arrest for the burning of the church
in Charlotte, North Carolina, last Thursday.
And I do want you to know that for all the
partisan fights you hear about in Washington,
there is a bipartisan bill before the Congress,
sponsored by a Democrat from Michigan,
John Conyers, and a Republican from Illi-
nois, Henry Hyde, to make it easier to pros-
ecute anyone who attacks any house of wor-
ship, of any religious faith, of any race in
America, and I urge Congress to pass it with-
out delay.

We need to come together as one America
to rebuild our churches, restore hope, and
show the forces of hatred they cannot win,
just as we need to come together as one
America to say we are a nation of immigrants
and we’re a nation of laws. If you want to
be in our country, you should be here law-
fully. We will protect our people. We will
enforce our laws. We will secure our future.
And we will do it together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:56 a.m. at police
headquarters. In his remarks, he referred to San
Diego Police Chief Jerry Sanders; Chula Vista Po-
lice Chief Richard Emerson; Sheriff William
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Kolender of San Diego County; and District At-
torney Paul Phingst.

Remarks to the Saxophone Club in
Culver City, California
June 10, 1996

The President. Thank you very much.
Audience members. Four more years!

Four more years! Four more years!
The President. Thank you. First of all, let

me say a special thank you to Don Fowler,
the chairman of the Democratic Party, for
coming out here to California with me.
Thank you, Don. I want to thank Alec Bald-
win for his years of support and for his won-
derful, loyal devotion to this country. You
know, I heard Alec up here giving this
speech, and I thought, if he ever gets tired
of making movies, he’d be a pretty good can-
didate, wouldn’t he? [Laughter] He did well.
I want to thank Joe Walsh and his band. And
since he played ‘‘Rocky Mountain Way’’—
you may not know that since you’ve been in
here, Colorado won the Stanley Cup, the
hockey championship tonight, so I thought
that was good. I want to thank John Fogerty
for all of his music and everything he’s done
over the years. Thank you, John. I thank my
good friend Whoopi Goldberg for being here
earlier. She had to leave, but I know she was
great and did a great job for you.

And let me thank all of you who have been
part of the Saxophone Club, especially the
people who have been working on it. There
are people here who have been working on
this idea of the Saxophone Club for years
now. And the whole idea was we would find
a way for Americans who maybe didn’t have
a lot of money to participate, to contribute,
to be a part of our political campaign and
our movement to change America, beginning
back in 1992, especially younger Americans.

And as I look out at you tonight, I know
you’ve been having a good time, and we
ought to spend most of our time just sort
of listening to music and chanting, ‘‘Four
more years!’’ It’s been a hard week. I like
hearing that. [Laughter] But I’d like for you
to think just for a couple of minutes about
what this election is about, because most of
you are considerably younger than I am, and
most of you, therefore, have a much bigger

stake in the consequences of the election in
the future than I do. And I want you to think
about it.

When I was out here shaking hands during
the music, one young woman over here said,
‘‘Take care of us, Mr. President.’’ And I said,
‘‘I’m sure trying to do that.’’ And I am. But
what does that mean? What does that mean?
If you think about all the things that are going
on in our country today and in our world,
all these incredible changes, most of them
are working out pretty well for most of you.
The future is going to be a time when there
will be more different things for people to
do to live out their dreams than at any point
in human history.

And if we do the right things in America,
the best days of this country are still ahead
of us, because there’s no country in the world
that is capable of creating opportunity for so
many people; no country in the world as ca-
pable of bringing together so many different
peoples across all the racial and ethnic and
religious and other lines that divide us, into
a common family; no nation in the world so
capable of leading the world toward greater
peace and freedom and human dignity and
prosperity. And that’s really what this elec-
tion is all about.

You are lucky enough to be living through
the period of greatest change that our coun-
try has experienced in the way we work, the
way we live, and the way we relate to the
rest of the world in 100 years, since we’ve
moved from farm to factory and from the
country to the city. Now we’re moving from
a national economy and the cold war to a
global village, away from an industrial age
to one dominated by information, tech-
nology, computers. Bill Gates, the great com-
puter genius, says that the microchip has
launched the greatest revolution in commu-
nication not in 100 years but in 500 years.
That’s what all of you have inherited. And
we have to decide what we’re going to do
with it. And that’s what this whole debate
is about.

I believe the purpose of my office and your
Government is to, first and foremost, create
opportunity for everybody; to give every per-
son, without regard to where they start in
life, a chance to live out their dreams. I be-
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lieve that, therefore, it is worth fighting to
do what we’ve done. We’ve cut the deficit
by more than half. Our economy has pro-
duced almost 10 million new jobs. We’re
moving forward in a dramatic way. I think
that’s important.

But not everybody has the opportunity to
participate in this, and I won’t be satisfied
until everybody does. That’s why, if you will
reelect me, I’ll do everything I can to guaran-
tee that every single American citizen has a
guarantee of 2 more years of education after
high school, for every single, solitary person,
that every American will be able to afford
to go to college, and that you will be able
to deduct the cost of college tuition from
your income taxes—that every American will
always have access to lifetime education.
Most of you will be doing things 10 or 20
years from now or many of you will be doing
work that literally has not even been invented
yet.

And if I could do one thing for this country
as President to create a structure of oppor-
tunity that would carry us way into the next
century, it would be create a seamless web
of lifetime education that every American
could move in and out of, just like rolling
down a river—very important.

Second thing I want to say to you is, it’s
very fashionable for people to condemn Gov-
ernment and say that Government is the
source of all of our problems. But Govern-
ment is nothing more or less than the rest
of us. It is our reflection. And there are things
we have to do in common. We need safe
streets in common. We need a clean environ-
ment in common. We need a commitment
to maintaining our own security against ter-
rorism and dangerous weapons and drug run-
ners and organized crime in common. We
need these things in common.

And so when people tell you that they’re
going to get the Government off your back,
you just remember it was our administration
that reduced the size of the Federal Govern-
ment by 240,000 people. But when California
had an earthquake, when California had a
fire, when California was broken down by
the cutbacks in defense, you did not need
weakness. You needed people to come in and
help with the emergencies, to help with de-

fense conversion, to help to rebuild this
State, to help to rebuild this country.

Audience member. Four more years!
The President. And I just want to say one

other thing. Every election time we’re asked
to blame one another for our problems. You
just think about it. Every election time,
somebody comes along, they find out who
is not happy, and they try to tell you some
other group of Americans you can blame for
your difficulties. But the truth is, we’re going
into the future, up or down, together. The
truth is, no great democracy has ever existed
with as much diversity as this one has today.
This county where we are tonight, this single
county, has people from 150 different racial
and ethnic groups. And I say, thank God for
it. It is our ticket to success in a global econ-
omy.

So if you believe with me that this election
is about creating opportunity for every Amer-
ican, not a guarantee but an opportunity to
live out your dreams; and if you believe we
have to do some things in common, give our
children safe streets and a clean environ-
ment, good schools and a brighter future; and
if you believe that this country still has a mis-
sion to stand up for freedom and decency
and honor around the world wherever we
can, so that we can grow together in a world
that’s coming together instead of coming
apart, that’s what’s worth fighting for in this
election.

This is not an election like 1992, where
it’s change against the status quo. This is an
election where there are two very different
deeply held views of change. And you have
to pick which road you’re going to walk right
into the next century and what your country’s
road will be for 20 or 30 or 50 years. That
is the choice that devolves on you. And I’ll
say again, most of you in this crowd tonight
are younger than I am. Most of you still have
more tomorrows than yesterdays. Your life,
your children, your grandchildren’s life,
that’s what’s really at stake. We’re having a
great time. I want you to love being in the
Saxophone Club. I want you to go to more
rallies and scream and shout and say halle-
lujah and have a good time and show every-
body that we like what we’re doing, and we
believe in it, and we’re feeling good. I want
you to do that.
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But I don’t want you to forget that this
enterprise in which we’re engaged is by no
means resolved. This election is 4 months
and 3 weeks and 1 day away. [Laughter] And
that is an eternity. And I’m telling you, every
one of you, every day between now and then,
every single one of you will come in contact
with someone that you can influence, some-
one you can get involved in a discussion
about your country, someone you can force
to think about the problems and the promise
of America in a different way, someone you
can convince that their vote makes a dif-
ference, that they really can shape the future
of this country.

So I want to ask you, if you like being here
tonight, if you’re proud of what you’re doing,
if you believe in what we are trying to do
together, then promise yourself when you
walk out of here you’re going to be a good
citizen every single day between now and
election day, November, and you will have
the future that you deserve and that you can
dream of.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 p.m. at the
Smash Box photography studios. In his remarks,
he referred to Donald L. Fowler, co-chairman,
Democratic National Committee; actor Alec Bald-
win; musicians Joe Walsh and John Fogerty; and
comedian Whoopi Goldberg.

Remarks at Glendale Community
College in Glendale, California
June 11, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you very, very
much. President Davitt, thank you very much
for welcoming me here and for your kind
remarks. And thank you, Hazel Ramos, not
only for the fine statement you made but for
the power of your example. If you represent
the future, I think the future is in good
hands, indeed. I thought you did a very good
job. Thank you.

I want to thank your mayor, Calvin Baker,
and the others who came out to welcome
me today, to make me feel so at home. And
I want to thank all of you for coming out
on this beautiful day in this beautiful commu-
nity. I told President Davitt, you know, that
it is true that I visit a lot of community col-

leges. I believe in the community college. I
believe that as I look at all of you, from all
different backgrounds, all walks of life, aver-
age age about probably 27—the student
body—I see the future of America at its best.

And I believe that the country we have
to create in the 21st century has to work
more like the community colleges. It has to
be less political and more personal and more
human. We have to be very flexible and will-
ing to change and move with the markets,
but also be committed to the development
of every single individual. And that’s basically
what the community colleges do. And I hope
in these next few months in this election sea-
son, as we discuss the future of our country
we’ll be able to do it in a civil and open and
honest way that reflects the kind of strength
and roots in America that we all share, as
well as the honest differences of opinion we
all have. And I see that in the community
colleges, and I sense that here at Glendale
here today. So I thank all of you for being
here and for representing that for our coun-
try.

I’d also like to say, on a more personal
note—and in keeping with the comments I
just made—I realize that Washington is a
long way away, and it’s easy for all of us to
become alienated from it. And I know we
live in a time when it is fashionable to criti-
cize public service and long tenure in public
service. But even though I am about to begin
a rather vigorous campaign with Senator
Dole, I would like to ask all of you, including
those of you who are my supporters, to just
take a moment and wish him well. This is
his last day in the Senate. He has given over
30 years of his life to serving our country
in the U.S. Congress, and I think we ought
to give him a hand today. [Applause]

You know, this school has been a center
of learning for nearly 70 years. I learned, in
preparing to come here, that when the earth-
quake occurred here in 1933—not 1993—
the students here were so dedicated to their
education that they actually met in tents after
the earthquake. Over the years, the student
body has changed here. Many of you were
born in other countries, including the young
woman who just introduced me. But what
has remained unchanged is that this commu-
nity college is a place where students can get
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the knowledge and skills they need to help
to realize their dreams.

And now the community college move-
ment indeed is sweeping the United States.
There are more than a hundred community
colleges in California alone. And enrollment
is exploding everywhere, because community
colleges fill a need to strengthen the commu-
nities, to strengthen people’s individual
dreams, and to help them build successful
families. There are so many examples of that
here, in your professional development cen-
ter, in the work you do to provide low-cost
babysitting services for people who have to
be students and parents and workers at the
same time.

I want to say a special word of thanks to
Glendale for the Volunteer and Service
Learning Center that AmeriCorps, our na-
tional service program, has helped to fund.
I thank you for that.

When I became President, and California’s
economy and the American economy was
under such distress, and there was so much
division and rancor in our country, one of
the things that——

[At this point, there was a disturbance in the
audience.]

You know, we have now—wait a minute,
wait, wait, wait. We have now observed her
free speech rights; it will be interesting to
see if she will observe ours, won’t it? [Ap-
plause] Thank you. Thank you. Wait, wait,
wait, wait. Folks, you cannot blame this poor
woman. They have nothing to run on. We
have a good record, so they have to try these
kind of radical, crazy attacks. She can’t help
it. It’s just like when you take a cookie away
from the kid and they’re mad about it. You
know, they can’t help it. [Laughter] Just be
patient. Some people think they own the
public institutions of this country, and they
have a right to terrify you to get them back.
They don’t. Just relax. We’ll have a good time
and talk about the real issues. Thank you.

Now, where was I? [Laughter]
When I ran for this job, what concerned

me most was that this was a country of enor-
mous strength. I mean, look around here.
You would be here; you’re doing this. You
would be here regardless of who’s President
or what was happening. That’s not quite true

when it comes to student aid, but I’ll get back
to that. But we did not seem to have any
sense of how we were going to deal with all
these challenges as we moved into the 21st
century.

The world is changing very dramatically.
Now the difference in the world today and
when I was the age of those of you who are
in this community college is breathtaking. I
mean, we have moved from a world domi-
nated by the cold war and big blocs into a
global economy. We have moved from an
economy dominated by heavy industry into
one dominated by information and tech-
nology in every form of human endeavor,
whether it’s industry or agriculture or the
services. We have moved into a world where
knowledge, which has always been a key to
individual opportunity, is now the key to the
success of the whole society and is literally
the dividing line between those who can con-
tinue to do well for a lifetime and those who
risk being left behind.

Now the question we face is how are we
going to meet these challenges of the 21st
century and preserve the values which have
made it possible for America to be the
world’s greatest multiracial, multiethnic de-
mocracy in human history. How are we going
to do both?

I strongly believe that the mission of this
country must be to offer every American citi-
zen an opportunity and demand that every
American take responsibility—that that is the
basic bargain, and that’s the bargain you
signed on to at this community college. I
think if we do that, we can create a strong
America that’s based on strong communities
and rooted in strong families.

Today, I want to talk just a moment to
all of you because people in community col-
leges are on average just a little older than
the typical undergraduates that go right from
high school into college, about how success
for individual Americans relates to success
for American families, because we cannot
succeed in this country unless we work to-
gether in communities across the lines that
divide us. And the ability to work together
begins with the ability to build strong fami-
lies.

When I gave the State of the Union Ad-
dress, that’s the first challenge that I at-
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tempted to deal with. Cardinal Bernardin of
Chicago said once that families are the small-
est democracies across the heart of society.
I believe that that is clearly true. And one
of the things that concerns me most about
the world we live in today is that, contrary
to what a lot of people think, we don’t have
more lazy people in America. The average
American is working a longer workweek
today than he or she was 25 years ago. People
are working hard out there.

And there are a lot of people in this com-
munity college today who are very busy every
week. They’re working as students. They’re
working at jobs, and they’re working with
their children. That is hard, hard work. And
it seems to me that one way to think about
how we’re all going to live 5, 10, 20 years
from now in this exciting global economy,
with all the opportunities that are open to
you, one way to think about it is to think
about how we can create a country in which
people can succeed at work and at home.
How can you be successful in your job or
in a series of jobs over a lifetime and be suc-
cessful in building a family. How can you do
well raising children as well as going to work
every day and, if necessary, going back to
school over and over again for a lifetime.

And if you think about it, any great society
that forces people to make a choice in the
end is going to fail. If you have to fail at
home in order to succeed at work, we’re in
trouble. But if the only way you can succeed
at home is to fail at work, we’re in trouble.
So when I think about the kind of world
we’re trying to create, I often ask myself, how
can I create an America so that when I leave
office every American who is willing to work
for it can get up every day and do well at
home and do well at work and do well at
school. That is what I want.

The first thing we have to do, obviously,
is to give people economic opportunity. I’m
proud of the fact that in the last 31⁄2 years
we’ve cut the deficit by more than 50 per-
cent. It’s wrong to leave you with a legacy
of debt. We’ve got interest rates down so we
can grow the economy. I’m proud of the fact
that we are now seeing an all-time record
in the products and services we’re exporting,
more than ever before, to the Asian-Pacific
region here out of the West Coast. I’m proud

of the fact that in each of the last 3 years
we’ve had a record number of new small
businesses and that there have been 3.7 mil-
lion more Americans move into their own
homes in the last 31⁄2 years. I am very proud
of that.

And I’m proud of the fact that when we
passed our economic program by one vote
in both Houses—the Vice President had to
break the tie—and some of the people who
were against it said it would bring on a reces-
sion and crash the economy. We said it would
bring 8 million jobs in 4 years. Well, they
were wrong, but so were we. It brought 9.7
million jobs in 31⁄2 years, and 600,000 of
them in California, and a lot more to come
after 4 years of losing jobs. And so we’re mov-
ing in the right direction.

But it’s not enough. We also have to think
about, what about all those working people?
How are they going to succeed at home? We
passed the family and medical leave law to
say that if you have to take a little time off,
you won’t lose your job because your child
is sick. And I think that’s important. We
strengthened child support enforcement—40
percent increase in 3 years in child support
enforcement. We worked with States all over
America to help people who were on welfare
move into school, move into work. There are
1.3 million fewer families on welfare today
than there were the day I became President,
and I’m proud of that. We have worked hard
to reduce the welfare rolls.

We also recognize what you recognize
every day when you come to this community
college, that we simply cannot create the
kind of America we’re working for until every
single American has access to a higher level
of education. And we cannot allow this coun-
try to become a more divided society. One
of the most disturbing things that has hap-
pened in America in the last 15 years is that
after spending almost 40 years after World
War II in which we were growing together,
in which the poorest Americans who were
working were increasing their incomes at
roughly the same rate as the wealthiest of
Americans—for the last 15 years we have be-
come a more divided society. And about half
of our people are working harder and harder
without getting raises. Almost entirely the di-
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vision is due to the lack of skills that are mar-
ketable in the global economy.

This community college and community
colleges like it all around American can turn
that around. That’s why I said it is time to
guarantee every single American not 12 but
14 years of education. We should guarantee
it for every American. The specific proposal
that President Davitt referred to that I made
at Princeton the other day is that we do two
things to increase college education availabil-
ity. Let me back up and say, what we have
done for the last 3 years is to try to give more
options to young people on college loans, to
cut the cost, cut the hassle, and give people
easier terms to repay, including letting peo-
ple pay their loans back as a percentage of
their income, so that people that don’t make
a lot of money when they get out of school
won’t be bankrupt by the repayment. And
I think that’s important.

We have tried to increase the Pell grant
program every year. It is impossible to over-
state how important the Pell grant program
is to a lot of people from working families
who need it for education purposes. But I
have proposed two more things. Number
one, for students at 2-year, 4-year colleges,
any post-high school education, I think we
should give people a tax deduction for the
cost of tuition of up to $10,000 a year. All
the way.

However, if—when we studied this for a
year—we were out there advocating this for
a year, it occurred to me that that would not
necessarily do students a great deal of good
if they were in community colleges where
the tuition was, let’s say, $500, $600 a year.
The average in America is $1200. It’s less
than that in California still, thank goodness.
But if you were in a situation where the tui-
tion was that amount, and your tax rate was,
let’s say, 15 percent, which is what most of
American taxpayers are, then the tax deduc-
tion doesn’t do you very much good. Which
is why we said, if we wanted to guarantee
access to education to everybody for 2 years
after high school, we should give a tax credit,
an actual credit up to $1,500 a year for the
first year, refundable for the second year if
you maintain a B average or better, so every-
body can have access to 2 years of community

college everywhere. And I think that is very
important.

Again I say that if we do this, this will make
it possible for people to succeed at home and
at work. We need some help in other areas.
I have challenged the corporations of Amer-
ica to be more family friendly. We had a won-
derful meeting in Washington a few weeks
ago in which we asked a couple of hundred
corporate executives and members of labor
organizations and others, what do you think
our obligations are to each other as we move
into the 21st century? How can we help peo-
ple succeed at home and at work? I urged
businesses to give people more time off so
that kids could go to teacher conferences at
school, to experiment with flex times, to open
satellite offices to reduce commuting, which
is a huge problem out here, to help workers
with computers and faxes if they can do more
work at home. Just to do things to try to fig-
ure out how to merge work and family as
we move into the future.

All of this is very important for its own
sake, but it’s especially important if you think
about all the problems and challenges our
children are facing today. When I leave you,
I’m going to Albuquerque to talk about some
things that I try to do to help people raise
their children more safety. Albuquerque, like
Long Beach, California, has adopted a school
uniform program. And that’s reducing vio-
lence and increasing learning, an important
discipline in a lot of schools. There will be
people there from Las Cruces, New Mexico,
which, like New Orleans and a lot of other
cities, has adopted a curfew policy which has
dramatically reduced violence and crime
among juveniles and helped parents to sup-
port their children. These are the kinds of
things that I think we have to be alert to.

I also think there’s some more things that
Washington has to do. This is not very popu-
lar when I started it, and it’s still unpopular
in some places—when we became the first
administration ever to ask the tobacco indus-
try to undergo regulations in terms of the
advertising targeted at children. But you
need to know that it is illegal in every State
in America for children under the age of 18
to smoke. Every day—every single day—
3,000 kids start smoking and 1,000 of them
will die sooner because of cancer, emphy-
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sema, heart disease or some other smoking-
related problem. That is a stunning thing.
That’s the biggest single health problem in
America. So I believe we have to keep work-
ing on it.

Now, California, way back in 1988, passed
something called Proposition 99, which em-
phasized educating children about the dan-
ger of tobacco. I hope you will stay in the
forefront of that, and I hope you will support
me. We should not be spending hundreds
of millions—maybe billions—of dollars a
year to advertise to children to do something
that’s illegal, that’s going to take a third of
them out of this life sooner than they ought
to leave. It is wrong. It is not right.

One other thing I want to mention that
I think affects a lot of parents who are par-
ticularly busy is that more and more of our
children are spending more and more of
their time in front of the television instead
of with their parents or in other places. Now,
I’ve worked hard with the entertainment in-
dustry, and I want to compliment them for
agreeing to develop a system of voluntary rat-
ings for television programs to help parents
in dealing with the exposure that their young
children might have to programs with exces-
sive violence or other improper content.

And the entertainment industry, much of
which is here in California, deserves a lot
of credit for doing this. They did it entirely
voluntarily. We got the Congress to pass
something called the V-chip, which will go
into television sets which will enable parents
to control that. And I think that’s a positive
thing.

But there’s one other issue that I want to
mention which is that I have been trying
now, for some time, to get a few hours a
week—keep in mind, kids watch about 4
hours a day of television on average—I’ve
been trying to get the Federal Communica-
tions Commission for a year to just say that
3 hours a week ought to be devoted to chil-
dren’s educational programming by every
network in the country. I believe that. I think
it would be a good thing.

And today, I want to formally reissue an
invitation to the people from the entertain-
ment industry involved in television to come
back to the White House before the end of
July to discuss that. If we can control, by rat-

ings, give parents the power to deal with what
their children are watching on television,
surely—surely—we can agree to increase the
content of children’s television that goes to
education. If you’re here in school, going to
community college for 4 hours a day, and
your kids are back home watching television,
it wouldn’t hurt to have at least 3 hours a
week devoted to their education while you’re
here pursuing yours. And I think that is
something that we ought to watch and work
for.

Well, let me say again, I view these things
together. And when I leave here today I hope
you will all have a conversation about the
things that I mentioned. I hope you will talk
among yourselves and with your family and
friends who aren’t here about these great
questions. This is an incredible time we are
moving into. Those of you who are students
here will have more opportunities to live out
your dreams than any generation of Ameri-
cans before you. Some of you who are stu-
dents here, within 10 years, will be working
at jobs that have not even been invented yet,
that we cannot even imagine.

The best days of this country are still ahead
of us if we can figure out how to make oppor-
tunity available to every person who will exer-
cise the responsibility to seize it, and if we
can figure out how to come together, with
all of our diversity. If we can respect each
other and share the basic values of America,
we’re going to do fine. You are going to have
a great, great future. But we have to be will-
ing to have an honest discussion about this:
How do you create opportunity for every-
body? How can people succeed at home and
at work? How can you build strong families
and a strong community? That’s the way to
a strong America. It all starts here with your
education and with making sure that every
single, solitary American who is willing to
work for an education has a chance to get
it, not just when they’re young but for an
entire lifetime. We can do it together.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:40 a.m in the
Courtyard. In his remarks, he referred to John
Davitt, president, and Hazel Ramos, student,
Glendale Community College; Mayor Sheldon
Baker of Glendale, CA; and Joseph Cardinal
Bernardin, Archbishop of Chicago.
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Remarks at Grover Cleveland
Middle School in Albuquerque, New
Mexico
June 11, 1996

Thank you so much. Thank you. Let me
say, first of all, Tomas did a terrific job. Let’s
give him another hand. I thought he was
wonderful. [Applause] Let me also say I am
delighted to be back in New Mexico and de-
lighted to be here to celebrate the commit-
ment of your people across party lines, ethnic
lines, and income lines to secure the future
of the children of this State, and I thank you
for that.

I thank our principal here, Mary Lou An-
derson, for welcoming me at Grover Cleve-
land. I thank Superintendent Gonzalez for
what he said about Las Cruces, and I’ll say
more about that in a minute. I thank Mayor
Chavez for doing a wonderful job as your
mayor, and for all the things that he talked
about here. I thank Senator Bingaman and
Congressman Schiff for being here with me.
I thank Governor and Mrs. Johnson and the
leaders of the legislature and former Gov-
ernor and Mrs. King.

I want to thank the law enforcement offi-
cials who are here; I want to say a little more
about them in a moment. And I see some
leaders in the Native American community
from New Mexico here. I thank them for
coming. I’m glad to see all of you here as
one people today.

You know, as I have said many times to
the American people, I believe that the best
days of this country are ahead of us. I believe
we are moving into a period of possibility
for people all across this country to live out
their dreams, unlike anything we have ever
known. But we have to find a way to meet
the challenges of this new era and to preserve
the basic values that made America great.

Now, there are some things that we can
do in Washington, and a lot of things that
you have to do out here. If you think about
what you want your children’s future to be
like, what you want your grandchildren’s fu-
ture to be like, you have to think of these
programs and these efforts that were dis-
cussed today. You have to think you want
every child to have the same chances that
young Mr. Sanchez talked about today.

Now, when I think about that, I think,
well—and I’ve given this a great deal of
thought; indeed, I think of little else as Presi-
dent. I want everybody to have a chance to
have gainful work. I want all people to have
a chance to get a good education. I want the
American people to be able to raise their
children on safe streets in safe neighbor-
hoods. And those things we can make a con-
tribution to.

When we invest, for example, in your lab-
oratories here in New Mexico as they move
from the cold war to the new global economy
to try to preserve new technologies, to create
new high-wage jobs, that’s a way of creating
a new economy. When we cut the deficit by
more than 50 percent and get interest rates
down and expand exports so that our econ-
omy produces 9.7 million new jobs in 31⁄2
years, those things help to create a structure
of opportunity for children in the future. And
that’s very, very important.

If you look at education, we have tried to
expand educational opportunities, everything
from providing more funds for more kids to
be in Head Start programs to helping States
to set higher standards for their schools, to
a commitment to connect every single class-
room and library in every school in America
to the Internet by the year 2000, which will
help all the children here, to giving every
family in this country on a modest income
a deduction for the cost of college education
and a tax credit for the first 2 years of com-
munity college after high school. These
things are important.

But safety is also important. Let me tell
you what plagues me. In this country, in the
last 31⁄2 years, the crime rate is down, but
violence among young people under 18 is up.
That is a very troubling thing. You heard this
fine student talk about the gang problem. Let
me tell you, the young people who are com-
ing into our schools today are coming in in
record numbers. There will soon be classes
in the elementary schools of America that are
larger in numbers than any of the classes of
the baby boom years.

And if we don’t do something to turn this
problem of gang violence and youth violence
around, it can threaten to wreck all the
progress we have made together in strength-
ening the economy and expanding edu-
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cational opportunity and helping America to
grow and go forward together. We cannot
create opportunity in this country unless the
American people are willing to take respon-
sibility for giving our children safe childhoods
and a safe future. And you are doing that
in New Mexico. That’s why I came here
today.

You heard the mayor talk about some of
the things the National Government can do:
more police officers, the Brady bill, the other
initiatives. They’re important. But it’s also
important to try to help local communities
seize control of their destiny. I don’t know
how many times I’ve heard my daughter’s
friends tell Hillary or me how they’ll never
forget the D.A.R.E. officer that came to
them when they were in grade school to talk
to them about the importance of staying away
from drugs and living a drug-free life.

I don’t know how many school teachers
I’ve had come up to me and talk to me about
the importance of the safe and drug-free
schools program and the zero tolerance for
guns and violence that we’re trying to enforce
all across America. If kids cannot be safe in
school so they can learn and feel secure,
where can they be safe? These things are all
important.

But the most important thing perhaps we
can do here is to do what I’m trying to do
today, and that’s to find ways to support you
in taking local initiatives. And again, I say
that this is something that ought to transcend
politics. When I heard the mayor up here
talking about the middle school cluster initia-
tive, when I heard your principal, when I
heard young Tomas talking about the pro-
gram that he lauded and he thanked all the
people who were involved in it, I realized
that that is really the magic of what we have
to do. Somehow all these kids that we’re los-
ing have to know that someone cares about
them; have to know that there are not only
things they have to say no to in life but things
that they can say yes to; have to realize that
they can have a future. Even if they come
from difficult family backgrounds, even if
they live on tough streets, even if they live
in a tough neighborhood, they have to know
that there’s something they can say yes to.

The community curfew program you have
instituted here, I know it’s controversial

when you start it. I know a lot of young peo-
ple think, well, why should I go in? But I
can tell you, I have been in communities that
have had these curfews for a couple of years.
Crime goes down. Kids are safer on the
street. They’re better off at home 99 times
out of 100. And after they’ve been there a
couple of years they become popular with
young people, as well as with the parents,
because everybody wants a safer community
to live in and a better and brighter future
in which to live it.

And so I want to applaud you for doing
that. And let me say that I heard some of
you expressing your reservations when Su-
perintendent Gonzalez talked about the
school uniform program in Las Cruces. But
let me tell you, no one says that you should
do it. What we say is that you should have
the right to do it.

But let me tell you a story about the big-
gest school district in the country to adopt
a school uniform policy, Long Beach, Califor-
nia. It’s the third biggest school district in
California. Now, their problems are not the
problems of every school district in America.
But they had some terrible problems. They
had kids that had to walk to school through
neighborhoods that were infested by gangs.
And they had to wonder every day whether
the clothes they had on were going to get
them rolled, either because the jackets or the
shoes were too nice, or inadvertently they’d
worn the wrong colors. They had to really
worry about that. They had to worry about
people coming on the school grounds during
recess, during lunch time, and rolling the stu-
dents and not even being identified as non-
students until it was too late.

And so they permitted every school to
make up their own mind about what kind
of uniform they were going to have. They
let the students design what they would wear
and pick the colors. And it just had to be
inexpensive enough for everybody to afford.
And then they raised a little money for the
people whose families were too poor to af-
ford the uniforms. So that the uniforms, since
they weren’t the same for the whole district,
they were different for every school. Some-
times the teachers wore them, too, and some-
times they didn’t. It was all about the school’s
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identity. It was almost like being on one big
team, being in one good gang.

And guess what? The crime rate went
down; the violence went down; attendance
went up; school learning went up. And even
upper income students said, ‘‘This is a better
deal,’’ because they were no longer identified
by what they wore, but by what kind of peo-
ple they were, what kind of values they had
and what kind of—[inaudible]—they had.

So I say to you, we don’t say that you
should do this. We say if you have a problem
with young people and gangs, it’s one thing
you should consider. And you sure ought to
be free to do it, free of any worries about
lawsuits or hassles if you decide to do it.

There are all kinds of other things that
schools are doing. A lot of schools are doing
more work in character education. And we’ve
tried to help schools deal with that. There
are all kinds of initiatives that will work only
if people at the local level believe it. So I
say to you, I came here today to say I want
America to look at New Mexico and say,
‘‘Well, maybe we should consider a curfew
policy. Maybe we ought to consider a middle
school initiative like the one they have in Al-
buquerque. Maybe we ought to consider a
uniform policy like the one they have in Las
Cruces.’’

I’m dry—I can’t do this today—[laughter].
And some of the times, the best thing the

Government can do in Washington is just to
help you do this. The only thing we have
done on all these issues is to make sure that
the Justice Department and the Department
of Education can give every school district
in America guidance if they want to do these
things. So there are no legal problems, no
legal hassles, and people are free to put our
children first and their future first.

So I say to all of you, again, I thank the
people of New Mexico for being here today.
I thank the political leaders for being here
today. Two Members of your congressional
delegation called me before I came because
they couldn’t come, Senator Domenici and
my good friend Congressman Bill Richard-
son, and I thank them for calling expressing
their support for these endeavors.

This is something we have to do together.
And when you go home tonight, if you have
any friends in other States or other commu-

nities in New Mexico, the next time they get
in touch with you, I want you to talk to them
about this, because we don’t have any more
important responsibility than to give every
child in this country, no matter where they
are, where they grow up, how tough their
circumstances are, the opportunity to live out
their dreams. We are going to be able to con-
struct an economy that will permit them to
live out their dreams. We know—we know
that we can expand educational opportunity
so that every single child who’s willing to
work for it will have access to go beyond high
school to 2 years of community college and
on to college if they want to do it—every
child. We know we can do that.

But we will never, ever seize the promise
of the 21st century in New Mexico or any-
where else in the United States until every
child can live in a safe neighborhood and go
to a safe school and belong to good, positive,
constructive groups that reinforce the kind
of values and the kind of imagination and
the kind of character that our young speaker
who introduced me evidenced today. That
is a dream that you have to pursue and that
every American family, every American com-
munity, and every American school has to
pursue child by child by child. We’ll do what
we can to support you, but you need to do
what you can to make sure every person you
know is committed to that goal.

Thank you, and God bless you. And I hope
you get rain tonight. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 6:08 p.m at the
athletic field. In his remarks, he referred to Tomas
Sanchez, Grover Cleveland Middle School stu-
dent who introduced the President; Jesse Gon-
zalez, superintendent, Las Cruces Public Schools;
Mayor Martin Chavez of Albuquerque, NM; Gov.
Gary E. Johnson of New Mexico and his wife,
Dee; and former Gov. Bruce King of New Mexico
and his wife, Alice.

Remarks at the Dedication of
Mount Zion A.M.E. Church
in Greeleyville, South Carolina
June 12, 1996

Thank you very much, Bishop and Rev-
erend Mackey. Let me begin by thanking you
all for being here and making us all feel so
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welcome. And before I—and thank you for
that—[laughter]—before I go into my re-
marks, I want to present the Reverend Mac-
key a little plaque I brought that is dedicated
to the congregation of this church, Mount
Zion A.M.E. It says, ‘‘We must come to-
gether as one America to rebuild our church-
es, restore hope, and show the forces of ha-
tred they cannot win.’’ I hope you will put
this up in your church, Reverend Mackey,
and remember this day always. I’m honored
to be here with you.

You know, first of all, let me say I’m hon-
ored to be here with so many distinguished
Americans. I thank Senator Hollings, and
Congressman Clyburn for coming down here
with me today. I thank Congressman Inglis
for being here. And our good friend, John
Conyers, from Michigan, is either here or on
his way here. Congressman Conyers, I thank
him. I want to thank all the dignitaries who
have come to join us—Reverend Jesse Jack-
son for coming back home to South Carolina,
and thank you for being here. And I want
to thank Reverend Joseph Lowery, the very
first person who wrote me to say that our
National Government needed to do more
about these church burnings. Thank you,
Reverend Lowery, for doing that. And I
thank my old friend, Bishop James, for com-
ing back here; and Reverend Joan Campbell,
Mayor Riley, Mayor Coble, Mayor Kellahan,
and others who are here.

And of course, I want to thank the mayor
of Greeleyville, who met me at the airport
and rode in with me and talked to me about
this little community and its challenges and
its promise. I thank the Attorney General and
the Secretary of the Treasury for coming
down with me here today to demonstrate just
how important we think it is to get to the
bottom of these church burnings, and all of
us are going to be working together on that.
I thank my good friend, Millard Fuller, from
Habitat for Humanity, for being here; and
Randall Osborne, the SCLC administrator.
Reverend Mack Jones, the NCCC; Reverend
Ed Johnson; R.A. Leonard; Reverend Patri-
cia Lohman.

And I’d like to make a special recognition
and ask him to raise his hand, the Reverend
Larry Hill, of the Matthews Murkland Pres-
byterian Church in Charlotte, North Caro-

lina, which burned just last week. Reverend
Hill, would you raise your hand? Where are
you, sir? Here he is. Let’s give him a hand.
[Applause] Good to see you again, sir. Thank
you.

First of all, I think it’s important to note
that we’re celebrating a little something
today. When the pastor came here, he told
me this church had 42 members, and now
it has 200 members. This church is like Sha-
drach, Meshac, and Abednego. They can
burn the building down, but they couldn’t
burn the faith out. And so we celebrate the
triumph of the faith of the members of this
church. We celebrate those who have walked
from the fire unharmed, guarded by God’s
faith.

We see in the rebuilding of this church
that the false idols of hatred and division did
not win. The church that burned here, just
down the road, was built a long time ago.
And when I was driving down that little coun-
try road to look at that site, I told Reverend
Mackey it was like going down memory lane
for me. There’s a little road like that off a
little highway in southwest Arkansas where
my great-grandparents are buried in a coun-
try churchyard next to a church that is about
exactly the same size that little church was.
And I went down there just a few years ago
to kind of revisit my past, and I felt like I
was doing it all over again today.

Then when we came out here and I saw
where this church is, I thought, you know,
in just a few weeks this will be one of the
few churches in America where everybody
can have a fresh ear of corn on the way in
or out of church—[laughter]—sort of
strengthen their bodies as well as their faith
as they go along.

You think about what happened 90 years
ago when the other church was built, people
might have expected things like a church
bombing. That was the time of Jim Crow,
and there were evening lynchings in the
South. It was a time of abject poverty, worse
than anything we call poverty today. It was,
90 years ago, an expression of faith and cour-
age for people to get together and build a
church.

But it was the church that saved the people
until the civil rights revolution came along.
And it is, therefore, I think, doubly troubling
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to people—some of whom are over here on
this platform today who spent their entire
lives working for equal opportunity among
our people, working for an end to the hatred
that divided us for too long—to see our na-
tive South engulfed in a rash of church burn-
ings over the last year and a half. We have
to say to all of you who have been afflicted
by this, ‘‘We know that we’re not going back
to those dark days, but we are now reminded
that our job is not done.’’ Dr. King once said,
‘‘What self-centered men have torn down,
other centered men can build up.’’

The men and women of Mount Zion have
shown us the meaning of these words by re-
fusing to be defeated and by building up this
new church. Others have come together with
you. The pastor told me he got contributions
from all over the world to help to rebuild
this church. In just a few days we’ll have a
joyful noise coming out of this church. But
today, just as you have come together, I want
to ask the people of America to come to-
gether. I want to ask every citizen as we stand
on this hallowed ground together, to help to
rebuild our churches, to restore hope, to
show the forces of hatred they cannot win.

I want to ask every citizen in America to
say we are not going back, we are not slipping
back to those dark days. Every time you hear
somebody use race or religion as an instru-
ment of division and hatred, speak up against
it—every time you hear somebody do that.
If you have the inclination, any evidence of
anything you have seen or heard that some-
body else might be planning to do something
like this, tell the local authorities, and let’s
stop this before it gets started. If you know
anything about any of the unsolved cases,
come help us solve them. This is wrong.

The American people are the most reli-
gious church-going people of any great de-
mocracy. We cannot let someone come into
our democratic home, the home of our faith,
and start torching our houses of worship. It
doesn’t matter whether it’s this Christian
church or the mosque that was burned in
South Carolina. People have a right to wor-
ship God any way they please. That’s what
the first amendment of the Constitution is
about. We cannot ever let this happen in our
country again.

Long before President Lincoln said it, the
Lord spoke to us in the Scripture and said,
‘‘A house divided against itself cannot stand.’’
It was always true. What a price we paid
down here when we forgot it. What a benefit
we have gained down here when we let it
go. We cannot go back to those days.

But if you look all over the world you see
how easy it is for people slowly, step by step,
to fall into the patterns of blaming other peo-
ple who are different from them for the dif-
ficulties of the moment. Now we know as
we see these fires of racial and ethnic hatred
sweeping the world, as we see Africans from
different tribes slaughter each other, as we
see the ethnic hatred that consumed Bosnia,
as we see it place after place all over the
globe, we know how easy it is for the heart
of human beings to be hardened against one
another just because of superficial dif-
ferences.

I pledge to you I will do everything I can
to prosecute those responsible for the rash
of church burnings, to prevent future inci-
dents, to help communities to rebuild. But
Americans must lead the way, for this is first
and foremost an affair of the heart. And our
heart must be purged of any temptation to
go back to the kinds of divisions that cost
us so dearly, especially here in the southern
part of our country.

For months, more than 200 Federal agents
have been working on these church burnings.
There are now 33 active cases. We’ve closed
10 cases already through investigations, ar-
rests, and prosecutions. Let me say, again,
how profoundly grateful I am for the work
done by the Attorney General and the Sec-
retary of the Treasury and all those people
who work with them. We will continue to
probe these crimes. We will continue to use
our top law enforcement officers. We will
continue to see that these investigations meet
a strict code of professional and personal
conduct. I expect to get a report on this every
week until the job is done. And I want you
to help us finish the job.

I also want to say that we must keep this
out of politics. This is about America. This
is about what it means to be American. I want
to say a special word of thanks to a Repub-
lican Congressman from Illinois, Henry
Hyde, and a Democratic Congressman from
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Michigan John Conyers, who have together
sponsored legislation that will make it easier
for us to punish those who burn houses of
worship. And I hope Congress will pass the
legislation very, very quickly.

We also must work together to rebuild all
these churches. We will work with Congress
to give HUD the resources they need to
guarantee loans by private lending institu-
tions. And I want to applaud the business
and community leaders who provide money
and folks to assist in rebuilding these church-
es all across our country.

Already these burnings have sparked an
outpouring of concern. The Alabama associa-
tion of Habitat for Humanity is recruiting
volunteers to rebuild several of the churches
in Alabama. Today, Habitat for Humanity
International has made a commitment to
help all the communities that have lost
churches in these arson attacks to rebuild.
And I want to thank the founder of Habitat,
Millard Fuller, who’s here, for what his com-
mitment is today. Thank you sir. Thank you.

I applaud the National Council of Church-
es—and I thank Reverend Campbell for
being here—for their financial commitment
to rebuilding. I thank NationsBank for step-
ping up to the challenge and issuing a
$500,000 reward for the arrest of those re-
sponsible for church burnings.

But in the end, let me say again, we must
recognize that this is everybody’s problem.
Every citizen, every minister, and religious
leader in this country should be speaking out
against this violence. Every house of worship
in America must be a sacred place, not just
Christian churches for those of us who are
Christian but our synagogues and our
mosques. Any place where people gather to
worship according to the dictates of their
conscience should be protected from vio-
lence.

Reverend Billy Graham wanted to be here
today and sent me these words for all of us
to reflect on. He said, the problem between
various ethnic groups is worldwide; it is a
problem of the heart. It seems that much
of the world is affected by this terrible dis-
ease, which should be called by its right
name: sin.

So I ask you today, my fellow Americans,
to celebrate the triumph of the rebuilding

of this church, to express gratitude for the
fact that the huge vast majority of our people
of all races deplore what has been done and
revere the right of every American to worship
God in his or her own way. But I ask you
to reaffirm our responsibility to keep work-
ing, working together, not to ever let America
fall back into those patterns of hatred and
division, which can so easily consume any civ-
ilized people.

We have to sing a song full of the faith
that the dark past has brought us, full of the
hope that the present has brought us. Let’s
face the rising sun of this new day begun.
But let us remember we have to march on
until victory is won.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:40 a.m. In his
remarks, he referred to Bishop John Hurst Adams,
A.M.E. Bishop for South Carolina; Rev. Terrence
Mackey, pastor, Mount Zion A.M.E. Church; civil
rights leader Rev. Jesse Jackson; Rev. Joseph Low-
ery, president, and Randall Osborne, adminis-
trator, Southern Christian Leadership Con-
ference; Bishop Fred James, A.M.E. Bishop for
Washington, DC; Rev. Joan Campbell, general
secretary, and Rev. Mac Charles Jones, associate
to the general secretary for racial justice, National
Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A.;
Mayor Joseph P. Riley, Jr., of Charleston, SC;
Mayor Robert D. Coble of Columbia, SC; Mayor
Russell Kellahan of Kingstree, SC; Millard Fuller,
founder, Habitat for Humanity; Rev. Ed Johnson,
pastor, Friendship Church of God in Christ,
Lincolnville, SC; R.A. Leonard, presiding elder,
Kingstree District A.M.E. Churches; Rev. Patricia
Lowman, assistant pastor, St. John’s Baptist
Church, Dixiana, SC; and evangelist Rev. Billy
Graham.

The President’s News Conference
With European Union Leaders
June 12, 1996

President Clinton. I’m pleased to wel-
come Prime Minister Prodi of Italy and
President Santer of the European Commis-
sion to the White House. This is the Prime
Minister’s first visit here since his election
in May, and I’d like to congratulate him on
his fast start in office. Let me also thank
President Santer who has worked with us so
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productively since he took office a year and
a half ago.

Last year the United States and our Euro-
pean partners agreed to work together to
reap the benefits of this new era. Already
we have seen some significant progress in our
partnership in the last year. Most impor-
tantly, working with our NATO Allies, we
have helped to end the carnage in Bosnia.

Friday marks the 6-month anniversary of
the signing of the Dayton Accords. Much re-
mains to be done, but much has been done.
There is peace; businesses are slowly starting
again; and some refugees are returning
home.

I salute the European Union and its mem-
ber states for their commitment to civilian
reconstruction and for the $718 million they
are devoting to this effort. Today we dis-
cussed Bosnia’s recovery, and we agreed that
for progress to continue, elections should
take place in September as agreed at Dayton.

The United States and the European
Union are determined to carry forward this
kind of leadership to seize other opportuni-
ties in the post-cold-war era. At our last
meeting in Madrid 6 months ago, we took
a step to achieve these goals by creating the
new Transatlantic Agenda to address our
common problems, including our continuing
efforts to get a just and lasting peace in the
Middle East, working more closely than ever
to fight international crime and drug traffick-
ing.

In the next few months, in this area, let
me say we expect to sign an agreement on
controlling the chemicals used to make a
broad range of illegal drugs. And this could
be a very significant step if we can reach a
good agreement and enforce it.

Today we are announcing an ambitious
new effort to fight infectious diseases. Re-
cently, diseases that were disappearing have
made a dangerous comeback. Diseases know
no boundaries; they threaten us all. And now
we’ll work together to create a global early
warning and response network so that we can
move decisively against the health threats of
the future. Just this morning the Vice Presi-
dent announced our initiative to make this
a reality.

The Transatlantic Business Dialogue is a
forum of business leaders from both sides

of the Atlantic devoting itself to helping bring
down barriers and increase trade between
the United States and European Union na-
tions. Today, let me especially thank two rep-
resentatives of the Transatlantic Dialogue,
Mr. Juergen Schrempp, the chairman of
Daimler Benz, and Mr. John Luke, the chair-
man of Westvaco, for what they are doing
and what the TABD has done. Thank you
very much to both of you.

We also are going to expand on this with
a transatlantic labor dialog between unions
from the United States and Europe who will
begin work soon on issues concerning work-
ing men and women on both sides of the
Atlantic.

We can take pride that this Transatlantic
Agenda has made a strong start. When we
work together, we know we can meet the
challenges of this time, and I am very much
looking forward to continuing to work with
the Prime Minister and with President
Santer. So I’d like to open the floor for a
few comments by them, and then we’ll an-
swer your questions.

Mr. Prime Minister.
Prime Minister Prodi. Thank you. I thank

you very much, Mr. President, for receiving
us in the end of the semester chaired by Italy
of the European Union.

This has been a very effective semester.
I don’t want to repeat what you have already
told concerning the deep and fruitful co-
operation between the European Union and
the United States. I want only to recall the
example given in Bosnia. I think that we
never had such a deep, strong, and fruitful
cooperation in such a difficult job. And we
have to go on in the field, and so the past
must be linked with the future.

You mentioned the problem of reconstruc-
tion. The European Union has already given
more than $1.5 billion, and we need to col-
lect more money and more help for recon-
structing the former Yugoslavia area. Then
we have to go on in the field of cooperation
in the health, as you mentioned, and in the
environment, with the example of working
together in the Ukraine environmental pro-
gram, and I think that this is an example why
to work together.

In the Transatlantic Business Dialogue, we
are just harmonizing a lot of problems in
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order to decrease the non-tariff barriers and
to increase the trade between Europe and
the United States. But the most important
field of cooperation will be now in the Mid-
dle East policy. This is a chapter that needs
not only political and military cooperation
but needs a lot of help, mutual help, in eco-
nomic terms. We can’t solve the Middle East
problems without a strong economic effort
in the area.

These are the main chapters of U.S.-Euro-
pean cooperation. And then I have to men-
tion that this cooperation has never been so
good, and I think it is a cornerstone of the
world equilibrium. We have to stick together
in the future because the challenge that
comes from changing and the globalization
of the economy is a challenge that must be
won by strict cooperation between us.

President Santer. Mr. President, ladies
and gentlemen, today’s summit has con-
vinced me that we have a new, deeper, and
more robust relationship between Europe
and America than in the past. Today marks
the first milestone in this new relationship.

Last December we promised to act to-
gether, rather than just consult each other,
in order to tackle crime, poverty, disease, and
other global issues that concern ordinary
people on both sides of the Atlantic. We have
now started to turn these good intentions into
concrete action.

So how far have we got? You would not
expect miracles in just 6 months, but since
December, we have made a solid start. For
example, we have set up a joint task force
on communicable diseases. We are working
on a deal that will help control trade in dan-
gerous chemicals and illegal drugs. We have
begun studying ways of cutting trade bar-
riers, just as businessmen have asked us to
do. And we have sent a joint mission to
Rwanda and Burundi to assess the needs of
the refugees there.

The progress we can show today dem-
onstrates that the highly visible disagree-
ments we have had in the recent months over
Cuba, Iran, Libya, and over trade policy rep-
resent a fraction of our overall relationship.

This was not a Helms-Burton summit that
some said it would be. But we did raise our
concerns about the legislation in no uncertain
terms with our American colleagues. The

extraterritorial elements of this law have re-
ceived worldwide condemnation. We are
every bit as concerned about rogue states as
the United States is. The European nations
have fought terrorism at every opportunity,
and will continue to do so. But this is a dif-
ferent issue. We do not believe it is justifiable
or effective for one country to impose its tac-
tics on others and to threaten to its friends
while targeting its adversaries. If that is done,
it is bound to lead to reactions which it is
in the interest of us both to avoid.

But despite these disagreements, today’s
proceedings have shown there is much more
that binds us together than pulls us apart.
And I am now convinced that we have a
strong, strong enough relationship to speak
our minds on issues which bother us without
jeopardizing the vast range of things where
we can and must work together to promote
peace, freedom, and prosperity around the
world.

We must not be complacent. The relation-
ship needs to be worked at. Let us never
forget that Europe will always need America,
and the world needs us to work together on
its behalf.

Look at Bosnia, the Middle East, Russia,
Rwanda, and Burundi to name a few coun-
tries. And look at the global fight against
crime, drugs, pollution, poverty, and disease.
Look, too, at the world trading system, at the
future of the NATO Alliance. All of these
issues need transatlantic leadership. And the
new Transatlantic Agenda has given us a solid
framework on which to build this strong lead-
ership. We have made a good start, but we
need to go much further.

Thank you.
President Clinton. Thank you very much.
Mr. Fournier [Ron Fournier, Associated

Press].

FBI Files of White House Pass Holders
Q. On the domestic front, sir, three quick

questions on the FBI file controversy, which
Bob Dole has compared to Watergate tricks.
Number one, when did you learn that the
FBI files of Republicans had been requested
and obtained by your White House? Two,
who in the administration knew that they
were requested and obtained? And lastly,
how can you be so sure that this was just
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a bureaucratic snafu when the White House
is not investigating it, and Ken Starr is not
finished?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, you
should have answers to some of your ques-
tions by the end of the week. The White
House Counsel and the FBI are working to-
gether to review the process and to see what
should be done to make sure it can’t happen
again, both in the White House and in the
FBI. And I expect to get a report by the end
of the week.

I will say again, it appears to be nothing
more than a bureaucratic snafu based on all
of the evidence that I have seen. There is
no evidence to the contrary. The first time
I had learned about it was when there was
a newspaper article about it, when it broke
in the press. I knew nothing about it before-
hand.

Q. Who else in the White House knew
about it before——

President Clinton. I don’t know that any-
one did. I don’t know anything other than
what has been said to you by Mr. Panetta.
He looked into it. He has all of the facts that
any of us know. And so I—I would never
condone or tolerate any kind of enemies list
or anything of that kind. I think this is really
an honest, bureaucratic mess-up. There was
a lot of—if you will remember going back
to that time, there was a lot of interest in
whether we had the right sort of
credentialing here for access to the White
House, and I think trying to review that is
what gave rise to this whole thing.

I do believe, based on the evidence that
we know, it was just an innocent, bureau-
cratic snafu, which is what I’ve said all along.
And I’m sorry that it occurred, and I believe
that we will correct it. And I think the FBI
will correct it on their end as well so that
nothing like this will happen again.

I’d like now to recognize a European jour-
nalist. I’ll try to alternate between the Ameri-
cans and the Europeans.

International Trade
Q. Thank you. Mr. President, the Export

Administration Act of 1979 seems to con-
tradict the Helms-Burton law because it does
criticize secondary boycotts as a procedure.
And that law was established to criticize Arab

countries that were adopting secondary boy-
cotts against Israel. So how do you reconcile
this contradiction that seems to be happening
with the United States at this point?

And for Mr. Santer, China seems to be
a strong target of trade sanctions from the
United States. They are being considered
now, and there is a complaint from the Unit-
ed States side that Europe has not done
enough to help the United States in control-
ling China. What do you have to say to that?
There was, yesterday, testimony in Congress
criticizing directly and strongly Europe for
this behavior.

And finally, Mr. Prodi—[laughter]—STET
is under direct attack—it is an Italian com-
pany—because of the Helms-Burton act.
What are you doing to protect this Italian
company?

The President. Let me answer first. First
of all, there’s quite a difference between the
generalized Arab boycott of Israel, which we
have worked to bring to an end, simply be-
cause Israel existed, and the Helms-Burton
bill, which provides the President some flexi-
bility in its administration and which is di-
rected against the only country remaining in
our hemisphere which is not a democracy
and which passed in the aftermath of Cuba’s
flagrant shooting-down of two airplanes,
American airplanes, in international airspace
and killing innocent civilians, most of whom
were American citizens. And so the two
things are entirely different.

I’m very sensitive to the whole question
of extraterritoriality. We are reviewing that.
But we think that the Cuban—the persistent
refusal of Cuba to move toward democracy
or openness and the particular problems that
causes for countries in our hemisphere and
for the United States, especially, justified the
passage of the bill, which I signed into law.

Now, they were asked questions, too. I
hope they can remember.

President Santer. The question about
China—we have trade relations with China.
That is not the normal way to go ahead—
but I am not aware that there could be from
our side some questioning about—that’s in-
crimination on the European side. I do not
know what are the causes for this incrimina-
tion. We are establishing our trading relation
with China, as with other countries, on behalf
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of negotiations. And these negotiations have
to come to an end, but otherwise, I do not
see that there would be any harm done
through the negotiation to the United States
in this case.

Prime Minister Prodi. Concerning the
STET case, STET is an Italian telephone
company who bought shares of a Mexican
company owning shares of—having Cuban
interest. And so they didn’t even know about
the Cuban interest. And so I limited myself
to collect news and knowledge about the
problem, and I think that in due time we
shall try to defend our interest, because it
is a very indirect involvement with Cuba. So
I didn’t even know about that.

President Clinton. Helen [Helen Thom-
as, United Press International]?

Bosnia
Q. Mr. President, you agreed on an elec-

tion to go forward in Bosnia in September.
Did you also agree on the pullout date, to
stick with December as the pullout date for
the troops? And why is it that the troops don’t
go after Karadzic and Mladic and bring them
before the world court? What’s the holdup?

I’d like also the other leaders——
President Clinton. You might want to ask

them that question, but let me say, we did
not discuss the military operation today. We
discussed basically the elections and the re-
construction effort.

I believe that we should stick with our
timetable. We believe that IFOR can com-
plete its mission in about a year. We believe
that it has to be in full force during the time
of the elections. We believe that it has to
be an effective military force certainly until
December the 20th, and then some
drawdown can begin after that, but below
the level we think is necessary to maintain
what we believe clearly is required for the
election.

On the other question you asked, I would
remind you that when the IFOR mission
went in, they went in with a certain very strict
mission, and it did not include running down
people who were suspected of war crimes,
but it did include apprehending those with
whom our forces came in contact. Now, I
expect that in the—particularly in some re-
gions where there’s a lot of movement that

has to occur back and forth between people
trying to return home, visit their homes, visit
their relatives, there will be more and more
vigorous enforcement of that. And I expect
that if the IFOR troops came in contact with
Mr. Karadzic they would do what they would
do to anybody else suspected of being a war
criminal.

But there’s never been part of their mis-
sion to go into specific communities with the
mandate to arrest particular people. That was
not part of the IFOR mission in the first
place.

Q. But who would be the culprits in this
case? I mean, are you going to arrest the peo-
ple who simply carried out orders?

President Clinton. The IFOR troops can
arrest anybody that’s been charged with a
war crime with whom they come in contact.
But they are not charged with, in effect,
being the domestic or the international po-
lice force and targeting people and going
after them. That was not part of the agree-
ment of Dayton, and it’s a very delicate bal-
ance. I understand that. But they have ar-
rested some people with whom they have
come in contact, some people that they have
found in the ordinary course of doing their
jobs. And if that should happen in this case,
I would expect them to do their duty.

Do you want to add anything to that?
President Santer. Mr. President, I have

nothing to add to what you have said. After
tomorrow there will be a conference, a Flor-
ence conference as implementation of the
Dayton peace agreement. We have to stick
to all of the parts of the Dayton peace agree-
ment, as the President said. And I’m coming
back from a journey to former Yugoslavia
with Vice Prime Minister Dini, and to all our
partners—we met the Presidents of all of the
republics—we stated also that they have to
stick to the implementation of the Dayton
peace agreement in all the parts. And I think
that the conference—the implementation
conference of tomorrow in Florence would
deal also with these subjects.

NATO and Greece and Turkey
Q. Mr. President, two questions. One is,

how do you see the U.S. role in the new de-
fense NATO structure as it was agreed in
Brussels? And secondly, there seems to be
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some heightened tension between Greece
and Turkey. I wonder whether this was part
of your discussion and whether you’re per-
sonally concerned and whether you are going
to take any initiative into this matter.

President Clinton. First of all, I am
strongly supportive of the general direction
taken at the last conversations—at the last
meeting in Brussels about the evolution of
NATO and the possibility of a European se-
curity unit within NATO.

I believe the United States should remain
as a security partner, a political partner, and
an economic partner of Europe. I believe
that we need each other, and I believe the
world needs our partnership. And I think
NATO is a very important part of that. And
how we manage the development of Euro-
pean security within NATO, how we manage
the expansion of NATO—all of these are
questions that we must resolve by working
together in good faith. So I’m basically en-
couraged by what has been done so far.

As to Greece and Turkey, we did not have
the opportunity to discuss it, but I can tell
you that I am very concerned about it. Both
those nations are our allies and Europe’s al-
lies through NATO, and I believe that the
future of the region which they both occupy
will be immeasurably brighter if they can re-
solve their problems and immeasurably dark-
er if they cannot.

And so it’s a source of great concern to
me, and we have invested quite a bit of time
on it in the last few months, and I expect
to invest even more time on it in the months,
and if the people decide, in the years ahead.
I think it’s very important—the resolution of
the difficulties between Greece and Turkey
is central to having the kind of future for
Europe and particularly for the Mediterra-
nean region that we want.

Yes, Brian [Brian Williams, NBC News]?

Church Burnings in the South
Q. Dick Armey criticized the trip you took

today to talk about the church burnings in
the South, and late today Haley Barbour
criticized it as well, saying that at best, your
motives were political. I wonder if you have
a reaction to that.

President Clinton. I think you ought to
ask those people that were out on that coun-

try road in South Carolina today, the people
that rebuilt their church or that pastor that
came up from North Carolina who just lost
his church. I don’t believe they think this is
a political issue, and I don’t think that our
country is well served by turning into politics
what is a very important matter. We should
be united together across political and racial
and religious lines in our determination not
only to find the people responsible for burn-
ing these churches—and one mosque also,
I might add—but also in sort of pushing back
on this extremist impulse, this racist impulse,
which seems to be at least manifesting itself
among some people who are involved in
these church burnings.

So I think that’s what we ought to be talk-
ing about—what, as Americans, our respon-
sibilities are to stand up against racism, to
stand up against the desecration of houses
of worship. And we should not turn this into
a political issue; it isn’t political and it isn’t
partisan.

Press Secretary McCurry. This will be
the last question.

Italian Separatist Movement
Q. Mr. President, you’ve often mentioned

that you like Italy very much and perhaps
you are going to repeat the same thing to
Mr. Prodi afterwards in your bilateral. What
about if there were not one but two Italy,
and I’m referring specifically to this possibil-
ity of a——

Prime Minister Prodi. One is enough.
[Laughter]

Q. ——of a secession of, you know, the
one in Canada, whatever.

President Clinton. Well, I took a position
on the one in Canada, and I don’t think I
had much to do with the outcome. It was
a very close race there. But we take no posi-
tion about the internal affairs of other na-
tions. But I thought what the Prime Minister
said made a lot of sense: One seems to be
enough.

In America, we’ve tolerated a North and
a South for quite a long time now. And we
tried to split up once, and it didn’t work out
so well, and I wouldn’t recommend it to any-
body. I think, you know, you just—[laugh-
ter]—it’s better to try to just resolve your dif-
ficulties and go on.
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Thank you very much.

Senator Trent Lott
Q. What do you think of Trent Lott taking

over?
President Clinton. Congratulations to

him.

NOTE: The President’s 123d news conference
began at 4:05 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Execu-
tive Office Building. The President met with
President Romano Prodi in his capacity as Presi-
dent of the European Council and President
Jacques Santer of the European Commission. In
his remarks, he referred to Bosnia Serb leaders
Radovan Karadzic and Ratko Mladic. STET is an
acronym for the Societa Finanziaria Telefonica,
S.p.A., an Italian telephone company.

Message to the Congress
Transmitting the Report of the
National Endowment for the Arts
June 12, 1996

To the Congress of the United States:
It is my pleasure to transmit herewith the

Annual Report of the National Endowment
for the Arts for the fiscal year 1995.

On September 29, 1995, at the close of
the fiscal year, the Arts Endowment cele-
brated its 30th anniversary. A young man or
woman born at the same time as this Federal
agency’s establishment has enjoyed access to
the arts and culture unparalleled in the his-
tory of the country. The National Endow-
ment for the Arts has helped bring tens of
thousands of artists into schools, teaching
tens of millions of students about the power
of the creative imagination. This small Fed-
eral agency has helped launch a national cul-
tural network that has grown in size and qual-
ity these past 30 years.

This Annual Report is another chapter in
a great success story. In these pages, you will
find projects that bring the arts to people
in every State and in thousands of commu-
nities from Putney, Vermont, to Mammoth
Lakes, California. The difference art makes
in our lives is profound; we see more clearly,
listen more intently, and respond to our fel-
low man with deeper understanding and em-
pathy.

In these challenging times, when some
question the value of public support for the

arts, we should reflect upon our obligation
to the common good. The arts are not a lux-
ury, but a vital part of our national character
and our individual human spirit. The poet
Langston Hughes said, ‘‘Bring me all of your
dreams, you dreamers. Bring me all of your
heart melodies. . .’’ For 30 years, the Arts
Endowment has helped keep those dreams
alive for our artists and our audiences. May
it long continue to do so.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 12, 1996.

Statement on the Court Decision on
the Communications Decency Act
June 12, 1996

The Justice Department is reviewing to-
day’s three judge panel court decision on the
Communications Decency Act. The opinion
just came down today, and the statute says
we have 20 days to make an appeal.

I remain convinced, as I was when I signed
the bill, that our Constitution allows us to
help parents by enforcing this act to prevent
children from being exposed to objectionable
material transmitted through computer net-
works. I will continue to do everything I can
in my administration to give families every
available tool to protect their children from
these materials. For example, we vigorously
support the development and widespread
availability of products that allow both par-
ents and schools to block objectionable mate-
rials from reaching computers that children
use. And we also support the industry’s accel-
erating efforts to rate Internet sites so that
they are compatible with these blocking tech-
niques.

Remarks Welcoming President Mary
Robinson of Ireland at Fort Myer,
Virginia
June 13, 1996

President Robinson, Mr. Robinson, mem-
bers of the Irish delegation. On behalf of the
American people, let me begin by saying to
President Robinson, Ceade Mile Failte, a
hundred thousand welcomes.
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It is a pleasure for me to return the tre-
mendous hospitality that greeted Hillary and
me and our American delegation on our visit
to Ireland last fall. It is difficult to imagine
being better received anywhere in the world
than I was on Dublin’s Green. It was a day
that I will never forget. And I hope that
President Robinson and the Irish delegation
will feel just as welcome here in America
today.

Since its first appearance in the annals of
world history, Ireland has been a light unto
nations. When darkness shrouded Europe
1,500 years ago, the learning of the Irish
pierced the gloom. And Irish wisdom has
continued to illuminate Western thought
throughout the ages, from St. Patrick to Swift
to Yeats to Heaney.

In recent centuries, Ireland has sent the
most brilliant gift of all to the world, the gift
of its children. No nation has gained more
than ours from the energy and determination
these immigrants have carried with them
when they departed Ireland’s shores. Today,
one of every six Americans claims Irish herit-
age. And even the awareness our Nation
owes to the unwavering spirit of the Irish has
brought to our country more than we can
ever calculate.

President Robinson, you have spoken so
eloquently about the extended Irish family
abroad and of an Irishness that transcends
territory. It gives us all great joy that today
this Irish family is one.

In our time, Ireland’s beacon shines as
brightly as ever and, as in the beginning, it
shines to the highest values of civilization.
Ireland’s devotion to building peace has
made a small nation a great example for all
the world. In its steadfast search for a just
settlement in the North, Ireland has spared
no effort and never faltered before taking a
risk for peace.

The road to peace is almost never straight,
and we’ve all felt the setbacks along the way.
But just as Ireland has responded to the
voices of hope in the North, so has America.
Today I reaffirm my pledge to the people
of Ireland: We will do all we can to help
to realize the bright future of peace that is
the birthright of every child of Ireland, North
and South.

As they do at home, the Irish stand for
peace in many distant lands. Every single day
for almost four decades, Irish troops have
been stationed abroad to preserve the peace
in such places as the Congo and Somalia. At
this moment they serve in nine different
peacekeeping missions. And in Bosnia, mem-
bers of the Irish Garda are training police
so that that nation can rebuild itself and, by
itself, maintain its peace growing now within
the borders.

The United States and Ireland are bound
by ties of kinship and friendship, commerce
and culture. Above all, we share the bonds
of belief, the determination to see peace take
root and freedom prevail all around the
world. Today we celebrate these ties. We re-
solve to strengthen them and to work to-
gether to see our common hopes realized and
the lives of our citizens improved.

This is a happy day for America because
in the hearts of so many Americans we have
a special place for Ireland, and because we
know that when we work with Ireland, we
can make the world a better place.

President Robinson, welcome to the Unit-
ed States.

NOTE: The President spoke at 10:28 a.m. at
Summerall Field. In his remarks, he referred to
President Robinson’s husband, Nicholas Robin-
son.

Exchange With Reporters Prior to
Discussions With President Robinson
June 13, 1996

President Clinton. Let me begin by say-
ing how delighted I am to welcome President
Robinson to the United States, along with
the delegation from the Irish Government.
The United States is very proud to have been
a partner with Ireland in so many ways. We
appreciate the work that they have done for
peace in Northern Ireland and for peace
around the world. And I look forward to this
discussion today and our continued common
efforts.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, are you concerned about

the rocky start the peace talks have gotten
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off to and the kind of cool relationship or
cool welcoming George Mitchell got there?

President Clinton. Well, it seems to be
working itself out. And I believe that talks
are going to go forward, and I’ll do every-
thing I can to support the process. And I
hope very much that somehow the cease-fire
can be reestablished so that everybody will
participate, and there will be a successful res-
olution of it.

Colombian President Ernesto Samper
Q. Mr. President, what do you plan to do

about the exoneration of Samper yesterday
by the Colombian Legislature?

President Clinton. Well, the United
States judges its relationships with Colombia
on one standard, whether they’re cooperating
with us in the fight against narcotics. And
we will judge our relationship with Colombia
based on that standard. And we—however
the—they have a democratically elected par-
liament; they have to vote on matters as they
see fit. But we will judge our relationship
with a country based on their level of co-
operation with us in the fight against narcot-
ics.

Church Burnings in the South
Q. Mr. President, another church fire this

morning. Are you concerned that all the at-
tention, including what you’ve brought to it,
is causing copycats?

President Clinton. Well, it was getting
quite a lot of attention before. We, after all,
had had a huge number of them. All I can
tell you is that the United States will never
accept burning churches. It is wrong, and it’s
evil, and it has to stop. We have to continue
to do whatever we can to stop it. And I may
have more to say about it later today.

[At this point, one group of reporters left the
room, and another group entered.]

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mrs. President, you said that you

thought that some words of reconciliation
would be helpful. Do you think that words
of reconciliation from the White House
would be helpful for the people of Ireland?

President Robinson. I think the whole
approach of the United States has been very
helpful, not just today or yesterday but for

the last number of years. It has been a very
evenhanded, nurturing approach. It has been
both words and practical help. And it’s, I
think, evidenced by the presence of Senator
Mitchell in the very sensitive negotiations at
the moment.

There are so many different ways in which
the United States is being truly helpful. And
I have the opportunity during this state visit
to express the appreciation of the people of
Ireland. And I think it’s timely to do that.
I think this has been a very special friendship,
reflecting the very long links between our
two countries, but very, very thoughtful, very
helpful, very nurturing, very evenhanded,
very sensitive, and very patient. And it’s not
easy at the moment. Nobody believes it is.
And so it needs that true friend who’s with
you during those times of difficulty. And that
is how we view the United States.

Q. Mr. President, did you feel in any way
sad at the way Senator Mitchell seemed to
have been treated in the early days of the
talks process?

President Clinton. Well, I don’t think
that Senator Mitchell feels sad about it. I
think that we knew, all of us, from the begin-
ning that these would be difficult talks and
that there would be some rocky places in the
road, especially in the beginning. We hope
very much that the talks will proceed success-
fully now. Some of the procedural issues ap-
pear to have been resolved in a satisfactory
manner to all parties. I also very much hope
that the cease-fire can be reestablished so
that everybody will be participating in the
talks and they will actually produce what they
were meant to produce. And we’ll be further
along the road to peace.

But I actually feel pretty good about the
way things have happened so far. We’re still
going; it’s still rocking along in the right di-
rection.

Q. [Inaudible]—Mr. President, that the
IRA might call another cease-fire?

President Clinton. Well, I have no inside
information about that. All I can tell you is
what I hope will happen. We need everybody
involved to have a resolution of this that will,
at the other end of it, involve everyone in
a system that will lead to permanent peace
and reconciliation and participation in the af-
fairs of Northern Ireland.
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Q. You said when you came to Ireland that
you told the men of violence, ‘‘Your day is
done. Your day is over.’’ Do you still feel
that’s the case after the Sinn Fein vote in
the Northern Ireland elections? How would
you interpret that vote?

President Clinton. I don’t think it’s a vote
for violence. That’s not the way I interpreted
the vote at all. And I think the—I think every
voice that represents a substantial element
of the people of Northern Ireland needs to
be heard in the talks. But if the purpose of
the talks is to produce a lasting and enduring
peace, you can’t have the talks with a gun
to your head.

Q. If you were talking directly to Gerry
Adams today, what exactly would you say to
him about restoration of the cease-fire?

President Clinton. Probably the same
thing I’ve always said—say, first of all, con-
gratulations on the vote, and secondly, I
would say I hope that a cease-fire can be
secured so that everyone can participate.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:19 a.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Sinn Fein leader Gerry Adams. A
tape was not available for verification of the con-
tent of these remarks.

The President’s News Conference
With President Robinson
June 13, 1996

President Clinton. Please be seated.
Good afternoon.

Let me begin as I did this morning, by
thanking President Robinson for the extraor-
dinary hospitality that Hillary and I and our
entire delegation received in Ireland late last
year. I don’t know whether it’s possible to
actually equal Irish hospitality, but we’re de-
termined to try. I hope that the President
of Ireland feels very much at home and very
much admired in America because she cer-
tainly is.

Once again, I thank President Robinson
for the extraordinary contributions of Irish-
Americans to our country, and for the ex-
traordinary contributions of the Irish people
not just to their neighbors, but to strangers
in need all around the globe.

Over the past 40 years, every single day
there has been an Irish citizen working for
peace somewhere in the world. More than
40,000 military personnel have worked in
U.N. peacekeeping operations. Great sums
of money have been expended by a poor
country for humanitarian relief. At this very
moment, hundreds of Garda and defense
forces are serving in nine different countries,
from Lebanon and Cyprus to the Western
Sahara and Bosnia. As Ireland has grown and
progressed and become more prosperous,
the generosity and vision of the Irish people
have found a wider and wider range of ave-
nues for their expression.

We are very grateful for the thousands of
Irish volunteers who are working in places
of crisis and suffering all over the world but
especially in Rwanda, where President Rob-
inson has shown special concern and special
leadership.

President Robinson and I agreed that so
many of the problems we face today—terror-
ism, international organized crime, drugs, en-
vironmental decay—have no respect for na-
tional borders, and to effectively meet them
we have to work together. We discussed our
determination especially to work closely with
Ireland as it assumes the European presi-
dency so that we can increase our coopera-
tion in the international fight against drugs.

Let me also say I am encouraged at the
beginning of the historic negotiations in Bel-
fast toward a just and lasting peace in North-
ern Ireland. I know how much the people
of Northern Ireland want peace. I saw it and
felt it for myself last year. I know how hard
the people of Ireland have worked to support
the peace process in Northern Ireland and
the Government of Ireland has worked to
support the peace process in Northern Ire-
land. And I reaffirmed to President Robinson
that the United States will continue to do
everything we possibly can to help the nego-
tiations along.

Madam President, we’re glad to have you
in America. We’re grateful for you and your
country. And the microphone is yours.

President Robinson. Thank you.
Well, I very much welcomed the oppor-

tunity to say in more detail to President Clin-
ton how much the support of the United
States and the thoughtful friendship that is
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expressed in so many practical ways and over
the past few years has meant to Ireland. I
say the past few years because I think it’s
important to recognize that this is building
on a great bond of friendship between our
two countries.

But this is a very significant time on the
Island of Ireland, and we have a window of
opportunity. And the way in which the Unit-
ed States has been supportive and helpful
in nurturing peace and reconciliation on the
Island of Ireland is of crucial significance.

I look forward to meeting the majority and
minority leaders of Congress in order to ex-
press, on behalf of the people of Ireland, how
much we appreciate the real friendship and
concern. And I was glad to be able to refer
to the tangible ways in which that has been
manifested. If one looks back even over a
span of 18 months, the importance of the
Washington Conference in May 1995, follow-
ing the cessation of violence, that there
would be a peace dividend, the people would
have hope, something to look forward to, the
very practical way in which the United States
has helped in that regard, the sense of being
very much in touch with the complexity, but
also the way things are moving forward. And
that was so evident during the extremely
memorable and historic visit of President
Clinton and the First Lady to Ireland at the
end of November, beginning of December.

In a relatively short time in Belfast and
Derry and Dublin, not only did President
Clinton and the First Lady express in very
important ways the focus on peace and rec-
onciliation, you in fact gave an opportunity
to ordinary people to come out into the street
and to demonstrate from the heart how much
they wanted sustainable peace. That was part
of the huge crowds that came out because
you represented somebody who was in-
formed, who was balanced in approach, who
was thoughtful, who came from a very pow-
erful country that is engaged in helping us.
And we very much appreciate that.

And so, I think this state visit is timely in
affording an opportunity to acknowledge and
show appreciation on behalf of the people
of Ireland. And I do so, of course, in the
context of very sensitive and difficult negotia-
tions at the moment. And Senator George
Mitchell and his two colleagues are engaged

in the process of helping, helping to try to
move forward step by step to bring about
that peace and reconciliation.

And as you have mentioned, President
Clinton, it’s also a year in which Ireland takes
on responsibilities: responsibility for chair-
manship of the European Union, which be-
gins on the first of July; responsibility for con-
tinuing the chairmanship of the Intergovern-
mental Conference, which is very important
not just for the European Union but for the
wider Europe. It will talk about issues of effi-
ciency at the European level but also the con-
sideration of a further enlargement of the
European Union, which is of such impor-
tance to stability and to the future of the de-
mocracies of Central and Eastern Europe.

And it was, therefore, a welcome oppor-
tunity with the Tanaiste, Dick Spring, who
will, in fact, in his role as Irish Foreign Min-
ister, have a great responsibility. I think it
was very welcome that there was the oppor-
tunity to share ideas and discussion. And we
did touch on a lot of matters, but I think
it was a very fruitful discussion.

And most of all, I will take every oppor-
tunity I have to say from the heart not only
how much I appreciate coming here as Presi-
dent of Ireland but also the way in which
I can express the heartfelt appreciation of the
people of Ireland and the importance of your
engagement with us in seeking and indeed,
hopefully, bringing about the sustainable
peace and reconciliation on the Island of Ire-
land.

Thank you.
President Clinton. Helen [Helen Thom-

as, United Press International.]

Russian and Israeli Elections
Q. Mr. President, the United States has

been interested in two foreign elections and
especially the outcomes, and your pref-
erences are pretty well-known: Israel and
Russia. Do you think the election in Russia—
do you think it would be disastrous if the
communists won? And what assurances do
you have from the Israeli Government, the
new government regime, that the peace
process will continue, that there will be no
building of settlements on the West Bank,
and all of the other issues?
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President Clinton. Well, first of all, the
new Israeli Government is just being formed,
and I think we have to leave the Prime Min-
ister-designate, Mr. Netanyahu, his elbow
room to put his government together and to
go forward.

I think in the meantime we can rely on
his own statements, which have been quite
encouraging about continuing the peace
process and respecting the work that has
been done to date. And so, I feel very good
about that. And that, in a way, it seems to
me, bears out the position the United States
has taken, that we support the peace process
and those who take risks for peace.

With regard to Russia, let me say, I think—
I wouldn’t underestimate the importance of
the fundamental fact that they’re about to
have an election. And it is consistent with
their Constitution, and it’s going to be an ex-
traordinary thing. I believe it was Presi-
dent—former President Aristide of Haiti
who once said that when a country becomes
a democracy, the second election is the most
important.

And I think that all the parties and all the
interests would have to say a word of support
to those who are in authority now, who are
respecting the Constitution or promoting this
election. And I think that gives a chance for
reform in Russia to succeed and endure. That
has not been the case, literally, for centuries
because when the czars attempted to reform
things in Russia, they had no way of making
the system bigger than themselves, no way
of making the Constitution the rule of law
such that people could have elections and
make decisions on their own about who their
leaders should be.

So I want to applaud those who are re-
sponsible for that and the people of Russia
and encourage them all to participate. Now,
you know what our position is. Our position
is that we support democracy; we support re-
form; we support cooperation; we support
partnership. I’ve made my feelings about all
these issues perfectly clear. And I think that
I should. And you know that I’ve had a very
good, positive relationship with President
Yeltsin. But we support the democratic proc-
ess in Russia, and we will support the right
of the people of Russia to pick their own

leaders. And then we will deal with the deci-
sion that they make.

United Nations
Q. President Robinson, did you get a

chance to speak to President Clinton about
the United States being in arrears with the
U.N.? And President Clinton, do you think
that President Robinson would be a good
candidate for the U.N. General Secretary?

President Robinson. We did discuss the
whole area of reform of the United Nations,
which is so important, and the role of the
United Nations in the context of the post-
cold-war world. I had an opportunity to give
a sense of the need to have a better sense
of the importance of the United Nations. And
I think that was really what we focused on,
that somehow that story is underappreciated.

People see bits of the involvement of the
United Nations in certain ways, and there are
criticisms. And understandably, in some
areas there are criticisms. But there is a lack
of awareness of the rounded story of how
important what has been built up for the last
50 years is. And this we certainly did discuss.
And we did it also in the context, for example,
of issues in Africa and also in the new South
Africa. But I think it was more a focus on
the philosophical and broader sense of the
United Nations and not specifically on the
issues that you asked.

President Clinton. I brought up the ar-
rearages. She didn’t raise it, but I did—
[laughter]—because I think it’s wrong, and
I believe we should pay our arrearages. And
I have been trying to correct that since I be-
came President. But I also pointed out there
is a very strong and bipartisan opinion in our
Congress that we need some reforms in the
United Nations, and we’re working very hard
to achieve those reforms. And I want to see
the United States pay its fair share. I think
the American people expect us to pay our
fair share. But we want a U.N. that’s even
more effective in the way we raise and spend
our money. And I do agree that the United
Nations is often underappreciated in terms
of all the things that it does that are impor-
tant.

Obviously there was no discussion of the
other question you asked me. But you know,
I have very high regard for President Robin-
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son. I think she would do a good job in any
position that she might be considered for.
But there’s been no discussion of that par-
ticular issue. But I have a very high regard
for her.

Terry [Terence Hunt, Associated Press]?

Supreme Court Decision on Redistricting
Q. Mr. President, the Supreme Court

today struck down congressional redistricting
plans in Texas and North Carolina that would
have given blacks and Hispanics more politi-
cal clout. Does this hurt Democrats’ chances
of reclaiming Congress and your chances of
holding on to the White House?

President Clinton. Well, I was dis-
appointed by the decision for the reasons that
you said. But I think the answer to that is
no. I think the answer to that is no. I think
the affected voters will see that they need
to work even harder to make sure their voices
are heard.

Helms-Burton Amendment
Q. Mr. President, you said yesterday that

you’re reviewing the claims of extra-
territoriality of the Helms-Burton law. What
do you mean by that? And are you consider-
ing waivering it?

President Clinton. What I said yesterday
was there are provisions in the Helms-Burton
law which give the President some flexibility,
and I am reviewing what the facts are and
trying to determine what the best and most
proper way to implement the law is. But I
have made no decision and I have nothing
else to add.

Wolf [Wolf Blitzer, CNN]?

FBI Files of White House Pass Holders
Q. Mr. President, a former FBI agent has

an article he has written in the Wall Street
Journal today in which he says he worked
at the White House until ’95—in which he
says he warned specifically the FBI and
White House officials about the potential for
abusing these FBI files that were sent over
here to the White House, but nobody
seemed to be paying attention, and he
thought it was part of a systematic effort to
look for dirt on potential enemies, which ob-
viously is a very serious accusation. A, are
you familiar with this article that was written

today? And B, do you have anything else to
say that can clarify what is obviously a very
explosive accusation if true?

President Clinton. No, I did not read it
and don’t know if he named any names of
any particular people he warned.

Q. He says—he did name his supervisor
at the FBI as well as Craig Livingstone here
at the White House.

President Clinton. Well, you would have
to ask them then. I don’t know. I can just
tell you that I do not believe there was any
systematic effort to do that. I believe this
happened just the way the person who had
the file said it happened. I believe that until
there is evidence to the contrary, that is what
you should assume is the truth.

I mean, it’s not—it doesn’t make any
sense. There is no—there would be no rea-
son to do it, and it’s inconsistent with the
clear instructions that I have given and the
way we have operated this White House.

So I would just say until I have evidence
to the contrary—and I mean evidence—I’m
glad to be open to evidence, but we need
evidence before we draw any conclusion like
that. There is just—there is no—and I never
saw any indication of it for 31⁄2 years that
anybody was trying to do anything of that
kind. And if I had I would not have tolerated
if for a split second.

President Robinson. That’s the Irish tele-
vision coming.

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. What would you say to members of the

Unionist community in Northern Ireland
who are still skeptical and may be suspicious
of American involvement in the peace proc-
ess?

President Clinton. Well, first of all, look
at what—what has the American involvement
been? I would say look at what the American
involvement has been. What we have tried
to do is to do whatever we could to facilitate
an end to violence and the participation of
those parties that would be necessary to ef-
fect a just and lasting peace. We have not
tried to prejudge any of the specific issues
for anyone. And all we have offered to do
is to do what we could to help in the peace
process, to maximize the rewards and mini-
mize the risks of peace, as interested out-
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siders. We are not insiders; we are not trying
to determine the details of this in any way,
shape, or form.

So I don’t think we’ve had a destructive
impact there. And we certainly would not
want to.

Q. Mr. President——
President Clinton. Yes, Jim [Jim

Miklaszewski, NBC News]. Go ahead.

Church Burnings in the South
Q. Mr. President, despite your bully pulpit

appeals, there was another church burning
in Oklahoma overnight. Is it going to take
something stronger from the Federal Gov-
ernment? And what kind of measures along
that line are you considering today?

President Clinton. Well, we have, as I
announced yesterday in South Carolina, we
have substantially increased the number of
Federal officials working on the investigation
of each of these incidents. And we are exam-
ining, even as you and I are talking here,
some other possible options for what else can
be done. I may have more to say about it
later. I don’t have anything else to add today,
except we’re going to get to the bottom of
every one of these cases. We’re going to do
everything we can.

And again, I want to issue a strong plea
to the American people—this is not what this
country is all about. This is a deeply religious
country where we—we were founded in a
commitment to respect the right of every sin-
gle person to religious freedom. And what
appear to be a number of racially motivated
instances are just—they’re not only illegal,
they’re morally unacceptable and reprehen-
sible, and Americans need to stand up against
it. And we’re looking at other ways that we
can do better and do more.

Any other questions on the Irish side?

Northern Ireland Peace Process
Q. Mr. President, if the negotiations in

Belfast go ahead, but without Sinn Fein be-
cause there’s no IRA cease-fire, do you think
they have any possibility of succeeding under
those conditions?

President Clinton. Well, let’s see what
happens. They just got started. I don’t want
to get into a lot of speculation. All I can tell
you is that I’m encouraged that they’ve

begun and not discouraged that there was
some procedural wrangling in the beginning.
And this is a complex matter. There will be
a lot of turns in the road before it’s over,
but I’m hopeful. And on balance, I feel quite
hopeful today.

Thank you.

NOTE: The President’s 124th news conference
began at 1 p.m. in Room 450 of the Old Executive
Office Building.

Remarks on Receiving the Teen
Pregnancy Report
June 13, 1996

This is one of those moments when I have
the feeling if I would stop now I’d be way
ahead [Laughter] Thank you, Blessing Tate,
for that wonderful statement. And thank you,
Blessing and Salvador, both of you, for the
powerful example of your lives.

Thank you, Michael Carrera, for the work
you’ve done and for sticking with it over so
many years. I want to thank Rebecca May-
nard for this remarkable study, which I be-
lieve will have a significant impact on our
United States. I thank my friend Paul Tudor
Jones and Robin Hood Foundation for fund-
ing it, and also for being a personal evangelist
for the cause of reducing the problem of teen
pregnancy in America. The first time I ever
met him, it was about the second sentence
out of his mouth: ‘‘We’ve got to do something
about this. What are you doing about it?’’
[Laughter]

I thank Isabel Sawhill and my longtime
friend Governor Tom Kean for being willing
to organize and lead this national campaign
against teen pregnancy. I thank you espe-
cially, Governor Kean, for being concerned
about this over so many years. Ten years ago,
we were on a Carnegie commission on mid-
dle schools, and Tom Kean was asking ques-
tions about this problem then, worrying
about our young people. And I thank you
for that.

Thank you, Senator Kassebaum, for your
leadership and your willingness to serve.
We’ll miss you in the Senate, but I’m glad
you’re going to do this. I thank you. And
thank you, Congresswoman Lowey, for al-
ways being there. Congressman Barrett was
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here a moment ago and had to leave. But
I thank you all very, very much.

There is one other person I would like to
thank who is not here today, Dr. Henry Fos-
ter, who is in Hartford meeting with local
officials about their teen pregnancy programs
but who has been willing to work very hard
on this endeavor for so many years.

I have a few remarks I want to make about
this whole endeavor, but before I do, if you
will forgive me since this is my last oppor-
tunity to make a public statement of the day,
I want to also make a few comments about
what happened last night in Enid, Oklahoma,
where another predominantly African-Amer-
ican church was burned.

Federal agents are now on the scene.
We’re doing what we can to find out what
happened. But it is clear that we now have
a rash of church burnings over the last year
and a half. All of us who have any responsibil-
ity in this area have to work overtime to get
to the bottom of the crimes and to help the
churches and the communities rebuild.

Today our top Federal law enforcement
officials are meeting with out United States
Attorneys from all over American who are
here and the heads of the FBI and the ATF
offices from the affected States to work to-
gether and plot a strategy about where to
go from here. The State attorneys general
from the affected States will be meeting to
coordinate their efforts in the next 2 weeks.
In advance of that meeting, I am inviting the
Governors from all the affected States to
come to the White House next week to work
together with us to prevent future incidents,
to unite our communities, to rebuild the
churches that have been burned.

I do want to say one more time, this must
be an affair of the heart and the mind for
America. This country was founded on the
premise of religious liberty. That’s how we
got started. It’s in the first amendment to
the Constitution. And we have worked hard
for more than 200 years to purge ourselves
of racism. It is the cruelest of all ironies that
an expression of bigotry in America that
would sweep this country is one that involves
trashing religious liberty. We have had over
30 churches burned. We have also had one
mosque burned. This is wrong, and we must
stop it.

We are here today because of what you’ve
already heard. We know that strong families
are the building block of our society. We
know that millions of children that are born
to mothers who aren’t ready to be parents
are robbed of their full potential.

When you see these two young people up
here and you imagine what their lives are
now going to be like, what their children will
be like, what their contributions will be 10,
20, 30, 40 years from now, they say more
than I ever could about what is truly at stake
in dealing with this problem of teen preg-
nancy. I appreciate the fact that Governor
Kean said that this is a uniquely American
dilemma. It is really true. There is no ad-
vanced country in the world that has anything
like the teen pregnancy problem that we do,
the out-of-wedlock pregnancy problem that
we do, and we have got to do something
about it. We have to give these young people
opportunity. We have to insist that they take
more responsibility. But we must also come
together as a community to help them to
make the most of their own lives and to make
good choices.

You heard Dr. Maynard talk about the
costs of teen pregnancy. There’s no point in
my reiterating them now. But if you just
think about all the bad things that can hap-
pen to kids, they’re more likely for teen
mothers. And if you think about the good
things that can happen to kids, they’re less
likely for teen mothers. And sure, some of
them make it. And we have to do the best
we can to make sure more of them do very
well.

But the most important thing we can do
is to dramatically, dramatically reduce the in-
cidents of premature pregnancy and child-
birth in this country. Let me thank again the
Robin Hood Foundation for what they have
done and Paul Tudor Jones, especially.

But let me ask you again to think about
this. If a million teenagers become pregnant
each year, we face the prospect of dramatic
social decay. If next year we will begin a pe-
riod of several years when the classes of
school children starting in grade school are
going to be bigger than the classes of the
baby boom generation for the first time since
I became the oldest of the baby boomers and
people about 18 years younger than me were
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the youngest, we are now going to have
school children in numbers bigger than the
baby boom generation. If we have not done
something about this critical matter by the
time they are biologically capable of bearing
children, even though they should not do so,
we will pay an even greater price than Dr.
Maynard’s study calculates that we are paying
today. And it will involve far more than
money.

So I say to you, I believe there is a commu-
nity responsibility. As Hillary said in her
book, this is one of those problems that it
really does take a village to deal with. No
one has a right to say we’re not responsible
for these children. And all of us will be better
off if there are more children like Blessing
and Sal. We all have a responsibility to do
that.

I do want to compliment Secretary Shalala
for her work on these subjects not just as
the Secretary of HHS but, as you heard,
going back for years and years and years be-
fore she ever came to this post. I want to
thank her and the Governors who have
worked together on the cause of welfare re-
form. We have put in place about 62 welfare
reform experiments now with 39 States,
many of them designed to help young people
come to grips with this issue.

Ohio’s LEAP program, for example, is hav-
ing a significant impact on helping teen
mothers stay in school and get jobs and get
off welfare. And I was so impressed with the
consequences of it, that we issued an Execu-
tive order ruling that that should be the pol-
icy in every State in the country. Stay in
school; stay at home or in an appropriate su-
pervised setting; follow a personal respon-
sibility contract; turn your life around: That
is what we expect from people who receive
these benefits.

The other thing we have to do is to take
seriously the role in this problem of older
men. It’s a sad fact that half of all the under-
age mothers in this country were made preg-
nant by a man who was in his twenties or
even older, someone who has no business
taking advantage of an underage girl. Statu-
tory rape is still a crime in this country. The
young women are victims. Yet these laws are
almost never enforced, even in the most
egregious of circumstances. It is time for

them to be enforced so that older men who
prey on underage women and bring children
into the world they have no intention of tak-
ing responsibility for are held accountable.

There are other things we have to do, too.
We’ve come a long way in the area of child
support enforcement. Child support enforce-
ment collections have increased by 40 per-
cent in the last 3 years from roughly $8 bil-
lion to just a little over $11 billion. The Fed-
eral Government working with the States
have played a role in that. But we can do
more.

One of the things that there is, as far as
I know, absolutely totally unanimous agree-
ment on in the Congress among all Repub-
licans and all Democrats are the provisions
that are now in every welfare reform bill to
strengthen child support enforcement. If for
some reason we cannot reach agreement on
welfare reform this year—and I still hope we
can—I believe we ought to pass these provi-
sions that 100 percent of us agree on so that
we can do more to hold people accountable
for the children they bring in the world and
help these kids get the money they need and
help their parents get the money they need
to do a good job in raising the children.

These are things that the Government can
do. But we all know that the Government
cannot solve this problem. The more I dealt
with these issues as a Governor, the more
I became convinced that the only way to deal
with them was in a comprehensive way, the
way that the New York Children’s Aid Soci-
ety has dealt with them, the way that the
national campaign is attempting with them.
That’s why I asked leaders from our society,
from every walk of life, to pull together and
form a national campaign to prevent teen
pregnancy.

Now, Tom Kean said they have an auda-
cious goal to reduce teen pregnancy by a
third in the next 10 years, but I believe that’s
an achievable goal. I believe if every child
in America had access to the kind of guidance
and support that these two children did, we
would achieve that goal and perhaps better
it.

The work of the National Campaign to
Prevent Teen Pregnancy is just beginning.
I think we should all make a personal com-
mitment to support them, each of us in our
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own communities. They’re going to be doing
what all of us should be doing. They’ll learn
what works, spread the word, and work to
replicate it through the country.

Today, the Department of Health and
Human Services is taking a step in that direc-
tion by releasing a guidebook called ‘‘Pro-
moting Promising Strategies.’’ It describes
successful programs and outlines five impor-
tant principles that are embodied in every
single successful teen pregnancy program
that we have evaluated, including, obviously,
the one supported by the Children’s Aid So-
ciety that produced these two fine young
people here today.

First and foremost, community programs
must stress abstinence and personal respon-
sibility. A program cannot be successful un-
less it gives our children the moral leadership
they need to say no to the wrong choices
and yes to the right ones.

Second, programs must help teenagers es-
tablish clear strategies about how they are
going to move their lives forward. Both these
young people have strategies for what they’re
going to do with their tomorrows. They have
dreams. They have a reason to work and look
for the long run.

Third—and let me just say one other
thing—that’s saying that its’ necessary to
have strategies. Let me just follow this
through. That means that we have an obliga-
tion to help all these kids go to college,
among other things. Now, one of the most
important proposals that I have made, from
my point of view, is giving families a tax de-
duction for up to $10,000 for the cost of col-
lege tuition and guaranteeing a credit of up
to $1,500 for 2 years of education after high
school. But that may not be enough for some
of these kids that are in trouble and don’t
have enough money to get from one week
to the next.

So it’s one thing to say that they should
have a strategy for their future; the rest of
us have obligations to help them live up to
their dreams. If they’re doing the right
things, if they’re being responsible, if they’re
making the right choices, we’ve got to see
to it that these children can go to college
or go to training school or otherwise pursue
their dreams. And all of us have responsibil-

ities to make sure that their decisions have
a chance of being carried out.

The third thing we have to do is to make
sure that parents and other adult mentors are
constantly involved in children’s lives.

And fourth, the program has to bring to-
gether many parts of the community, schools,
businesses, religious organizations. The
chances of success dramatically increase
when not just one group is left to carry the
whole load.

Finally, the programs have to maintain a
commitment to the young people over an ex-
tended period of time. You heard what Bless-
ing said about 4 years. We can’t expect young
people to hear a sermon a time or two and
turn their lives around. They need action and
support and consistency over a long period
of time.

Now, these five principles we know work:
abstinence, adult and community involve-
ment, a clear strategy to a good education
and a good job, a long-term commitment.
Government should support these things be-
cause they work, and we should not be sup-
porting strategies that do not work. That’s
why I want to announce today that the $30
million that I included in next year’s budget
to fund local teen pregnancy prevention pro-
grams will go only to programs that inculcate
these five principles.

I want programs like that in every commu-
nity in the country. That’s what the Govern-
ment can do to help the national commission
meet their goal of reducing teen pregnancy
by a third over the next decade. We know
that we can do it.

Again, let me say that this is really about
Blessing Tate, Salvador Ayala. It’s about all
the kids like them all across America. It’s
about people in the New York Children’s Aid
Society and people like them all across Amer-
ica, who were out here working on this when
they never could get a headline and nobody
ever notice them and they did it just because
they thought it was right, the humane, the
decent thing to do.

We know that we have to create a new
culture, a new mind-set in our country, in
which young people take greater responsibil-
ity for themselves but they understand that
in so doing they have more opportunities for
themselves, and in which the rest of us take
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responsibility for the welfare of all of our
children, doing that together.

No one is too young to be told that the
decision to bring a child into the world is
the gravest choice they will ever make. No
one is too young to be told that there are
consequences to decisions and that one way
or the other, people always wind up being
held accountable.

The basic bargain of our country should
be, however, that if you are responsible,
there will be opportunity for you. You will
be party of a community of people who care
about you, who believe that we must go for-
ward together.

Pearl Buck once said, ‘‘If our American
way of life fails the child, it fails us all.’’ For
too many children every year, the American
way of life fails the child, and one of the ways
we see it most gravely is in the epidemic of
teen pregnancy. We now have people all over
America that are working to turn it around.
We have a national campaign committed to
it. And we will do everything we can to sup-
port all of you good people who are trying
to make this country a better place for these
two young people on this stage and all the
young people in America they represent.

Thank you, and God bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:10 p.m. in Room
450 of the Old Executive Office Building. In his
remarks, he referred to Blessing Tate and Sal-
vador Ayala, teen pregnancy program representa-
tives, and Michael A. Carrera, director, National
Training Center, Children’s Aid Society; Rebecca
Maynard, editor of ‘‘Kids Having Kids’’; Isabel
Sawhill, president, National Campaign to Reduce
Teen Pregnancy; former Gov. Tom Kean of New
Jersey; and Paul Tudor Jones II, chair, the Robin
Hood Foundation.

Remarks at a State Dinner Honoring
President Robinson
June 13, 1996

Ladies and gentlemen, President Robin-
son, Mr. Robinson, members of the Irish del-
egation, Ambassador Jean Kennedy Smith,
distinguished guests. Welcome to the largest
gathering of Irish-Americans since the last
Notre Dame football game. [Laughter]

Hillary and I were hoping that we might
with this wonderful dinner tonight in some

small way repay President Robinson and the
people of Ireland for the wonderful recep-
tion that we and our American delegation re-
ceived there late last year. It was, I think
it’s fair to say, two of the most extraordinary
days in the lives of all of us who went. And
we hope now to give a similar honor to the
extraordinary President of Ireland.

From the beginning of her career in public
life—and she was elected to the Seanad at
the age of 25—Mary Robinson has stood un-
failing for those on the margins of society,
for those without a voice in public affairs,
for those most in need, for the rights of
women and the care of the children at home
and around the world. She said, ‘‘You have
a voice; I will make it heard.’’ And she has.
And Ireland has heeded her strong and com-
passionate call. And indeed the entire world
has applauded her leadership.

We are truly glad you are here, Madam
President, especially at this moment when
Ireland is thriving, stronger, more pros-
perous, and prouder than at any time in its
rich history. Modern Ireland has stepped for-
ward as a nation whose goods are traded
around the world and whose music, movies,
and literature are treasures of global culture.
And Ireland is playing an even greater role
on the world stage to the benefit of nations
everywhere. Indeed, every day for the last
40 years, somewhere in the world an Irish
citizen has worked for peace and humanity.

In the North, though the way is not always
easy, a lasting and peaceful settlement is clos-
er than at any time in memory, in good meas-
ure because Ireland has worked so steadfastly
for every chance for peace.

The friendship between the United States
is stronger than ever. Indeed, friendship is
an inadequate word for the relationship be-
tween two nations as intertwined as ours.
From the earliest times of our history, the
Irish have been at the heart of our striving
to be a better nation. By supporting Thomas
Jefferson and Andrew Jackson, Irish immi-
grants helped to prod America to improve
and broaden the reach of our democracy.
They stood unflinchingly for freedom all the
way. Two hundred thousand Irish-Americans
fought in our Civil War, the most costly part
of our journey toward a more perfect Union.
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While the Irish made their presence felt
in America, we like to believe America’s pres-
ence was felt in Ireland as well. Ideas about
self-government that developed here were
carried across the ocean and espoused by
leaders like Wolfe Tone, Daniel O’Connell,
and Charles Stewart Parnell. The devotion
of Irish-Americans to the cause of Irish lib-
erty and their support of the Irish state is
renowned here at home and around the
world.

Today we celebrate all these ties and oth-
ers that go to the deepest part of our life
and character as a nation. But we cannot
imagine America without the Irish-Ameri-
cans. Whether in business or politics, the arts
or entertainment, or making the life of every
community in this country a little stronger,
they have graced our country in immeas-
urable ways.

President Robinson, in 1916 Patrick
Pearse, the Irish poet and patriot, described
Irish-Americans as the, ‘‘sea-divided Gael.’’
It was a haunting phrase from a year of
bloodshed. Tonight, we see that on both
sides of the sea, the Irish are flourishing. The
love and joy that unites us is far, far broader
and stronger than the sea which divides us.

So ladies, and gentleman, let us all raise
a glass to the partnership of Ireland and
America, to the extraordinary community of
Irish-Americans for which we are so grateful,
and to the President of Ireland and her
health, well-being, and the future of her be-
loved country.

NOTE: The President spoke at 9:25 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House.

Remarks Following the
Entertainment at the State Dinner
June 13, 1996

Weren’t they wonderful tonight? They
made us all so happy. [Applause]

I also want to say to President Robinson
that she brought America a little of the luck
of the Irish. I am pleased to announce to
you that while we were here at dinner the
long standoff with the freemen in Montana
ended peacefully tonight. I want to thank the
FBI and the local law enforcement officials
and say I am very, very proud of them. I

know I speak for all of our people, when we
say we’ll all say a little prayer tonight of grati-
tude for this peaceful resolution of a difficult
situation.

Finally, you heard President Robinson say
this is an Irish event and it can’t end early,
so after we break up, the Air Force Airmen
of Note will be playing here. We urge you
to stay and dance to your heart’s content or
till the angry neighbors run us off. [Laughter]
My experience is that will be quite some
time. You can make it until dawn. [Laughter]

Again, I thank you, Mary Chapin Car-
penter; thank you, Mary Black; thank you,
gentlemen. It was a wonderful, wonderful
evening. And most of all, thank you, Presi-
dent Robinson. Thank you, Nick. It was won-
derful for Hillary and me to have you here.
Bless you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:15 p.m. on the
South Lawn at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to singers Mary Chapin Carpenter and
Mary Black. A tape was not available for verifica-
tion of the content of these remarks.

Proclamation 6904—Father’s Day,
1996
June 13, 1996

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation
America owes a debt of gratitude to the

fathers that help our Nation’s children grow
up safe and happy. Providing a wellspring of
love for their families to draw upon, these
men strengthen our communities and enable
their daughters and sons to master life’s les-
sons with confidence. They share with us
their experiences and energies, creating the
strong foundation on which our children
build their lives. A father’s arm is there to
protect and steer—whether cradling a new-
born baby, steadying the rider of a first two-
wheeler, or walking his child down the aisle.

Fatherhood provides one of life’s most
profound joys and one of its most solemn
responsibilities. Everyone who has been
blessed by a father’s love knows the abiding
respect it inspires and the self-esteem that
can grow from a dad’s affectionate guidance.
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We must do all we can to encourage fathers
as they strive to provide the fundamental
emotional and economic support that helps
ensure their families’ well-being. Programs
like the Fatherhood Initiative, the Respon-
sible Fatherhood Project, and Parent’s Fair
Share work to support American fathers, em-
phasize their role as mentors and providers,
and advocate their involvement in their chil-
dren’s health and education.

On this Father’s Day and throughout the
year, let us thank fathers for their sacrifices
and struggles and celebrate the special care
they give their loved ones every day. With
grateful words and actions, we honor all
those who have embraced fatherhood’s
unique rewards.

Now Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
in accordance with a joint resolution of the
Congress approved April 24, 1972 (36 U.S.C.
142a), do hereby proclaim Sunday, June 16,
1996, as Father’s Day. I invite the States,
communities, and all the citizens of the Unit-
ed States to observe this day with appropriate
ceremonies and activities that demonstrate
our deep appreciation and affection for our
fathers.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirteenth day of June, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and nine-
ty-six, and of the Independence of the United
States of America the two hundred and twen-
tieth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 17, 1996]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on June 14, and it will
be published in the Federal Register on June 18.

Executive Order 13009—
Amendment to Executive Order No.
12963 Entitled Presidential Advisory
Council on HIV/AIDS
June 14, 1996

By the authority vested in me as President
by the Constitution and the law of the United
States of America, and in order to increase
the membership of the Presidential Advisory

Council on HIV/AIDS, it is hereby ordered
that Executive Order No. 12963 is amended
by deleting the number ‘‘30’’ in the second
sentence of section 1(a) of that order and
inserting the number ‘‘35’’ in lieu thereof.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
June 14, 1996.

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., June 17, 1996]

NOTE: This Executive order will be published in
the Federal Register on June 18.

Digest of Other
White House Announcements

The following list includes the President’s public
schedule and other items of general interest an-
nounced by the Office of the Press Secretary and
not included elsewhere in this issue.

June 9
In the morning, the President traveled to

Las Vegas, NV. Following his arrival, he
toured a juvenile justice work program site.

In the afternoon, the President traveled to
Henderson, NV, where he attended a Demo-
cratic National Committee luncheon at a pri-
vate residence. Later in the afternoon, he
traveled to San Francisco, CA.

In the evening, the President attended a
Democratic National Committee dinner at
the home of Senator Dianne Feinstein. He
then traveled to San Diego, CA.

June 10
In the morning, the President toured the

Hillcrest satellite police office.
In the evening, the President traveled to

Los Angeles, CA, where he attended a
Democratic National Committee dinner at a
private residence. He then traveled to Culver
City, CA, and then to Santa Monica, CA.

The President announced that Office of
National Drug Policy Director Barry R.
McCaffrey will convene a law enforcement
summit in El Paso, TX, on July 10 to lay the
groundwork for a renewed attack on drug
trafficking across the Southwest border.
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The President announced the 1996 recipi-
ents of the Nation’s highest science and tech-
nology honors. Recipients of the National
Medal of Science are: Wallace S. Broecker,
Norman Davidson, James L. Flanagan, Rich-
ard M. Karp, C. Kumar N. Patel, Ruth Pat-
rick, Paul A. Samuelson, and Stephen Smale.
Recipients of the National Medal of Tech-
nology are: Charles H. Kaman, Stephanie
Louise Kwolek, James C. Morgan, Peter H.
Rose, and the Johnson & Johnson Company.

June 11
In the morning, the President traveled to

Glendale, CA.
In the afternoon, the President traveled

from Los Angeles, CA, to Albuquerque, NM.
In the evening, the President traveled to

Charleston, SC.
The President had a telephone conversa-

tion with Senator Bob Dole concerning the
Senator’s retirement from the United States
Senate.

The President announced the appoint-
ment of Stuart E. Eizenstat to become a
member of the Overseas Private Investment
Corporation Board of Directors.

The President announced his intention to
nominate Wyche Fowler, Jr., to be Ambas-
sador to Saudi Arabia.

June 12
In the morning, the President traveled to

Greeleyville, SC, and later returned to Wash-
ington, DC.

June 14
In the morning, the President met with

Democratic congressional candidates.
In the evening, the President attended

Democratic National Committee dinners at
the Hay Adams Hotel and the Jefferson
Hotel. Later, he and Hillary and Chelsea
Clinton went to Camp David, MD.

The President announced his intention to
nominate A. Vernon Weaver as U.S. Rep-
resentative to the European Union.

The President announced his intention to
appoint Valerie J. Bradley as Chair and mem-
ber of the President’s Committee on Mental
Retardation.

Nominations
Submitted to the Senate

The following list does not include promotions of
members of the Uniformed Services, nominations
to the Service Academies, or nominations of For-
eign Service officers.

Submitted June 10

Everett Alvarez, Jr.,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Board
of Regents of the Uniformed Services Uni-
versity of the Health Sciences for a term ex-
piring May 1, 1999 (reappointment).

Vicky A. Bailey,
of Indiana, to be a member of the Federal
Energy Regulatory Commission for the term
expiring June 30, 2001 (reappointment).

Wyche Fowler, Jr.,
of Georgia, to be Ambassador Extraordinary
and Plenipotentiary of the United States of
America to the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

Reginald Earl Jones,
of Maryland, to be a member of the Equal
Employment Opportunity Commission for a
term expiring July 1, 2000, vice Rosalie Gaull
Silberman, term expired.

Heidi H. Schulman,
of California, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31,
2002, vice Martha Buchanan, resigned.

Withdrawn June 10

Heidi H. Schulman,
of California, to be a member of the Board
of Directors of the Corporation for Public
Broadcasting for a term expiring January 31,
2002, vice Leslee B. Alexander, term expired,
which was sent to the Senate on May 23,
1996.

Submitted June 14

A. Vernon Weaver,
of Arkansas, to be the Representative of the
U.S. to the European Union, with the rank
and status of Ambassador Extraordinary and
Plenipotentiary.
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1 This item was not received in time for publica-
tion in the appropriate issue.

Checklist
of White House Press Releases

The following list contains releases of the Office
of the Press Secretary that are neither printed as
items nor covered by entries in the Digest of
Other White House Announcements.

Released June 71

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s appointment of Special
Envoys on Burma

Released June 8

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the nuclear test by China at the Lop Nur
test site

Released June 10

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the President’s announcement that Direc-
tor of the Office of National Drug Control
Policy Barry McCaffrey will convene a law
enforcement summit in El Paso, TX, on July
10.

Released June 11

Transcript of a press briefing by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Released June 12

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Anthony Lake at the National De-
fense University.

Released June 14

Transcripts of press briefings by Press Sec-
retary Mike McCurry

Statement by Counsel to the President Jack
Quinn announcing reforms governing the
way the White House requests background
information from the FBI

Advance text of remarks by National Security
Adviser Anthony Lake at Georgetown Uni-
versity

Statement by Press Secretary Mike McCurry
on the upcoming visit of President Lennart
Meri of Estonia, President Guntis Ulmanis
of Latvia, and President Algirdas Brazauskas
of Lithuania on June 25

Acts Approved
by the President

NOTE: No acts approved by the President were
received by the Office of the Federal Register
during the period covered by this issue.
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